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EDITORIAL. 


ANNUAL MEETINGS 


The Seventy-fifth Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union 
will be held in Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass., on Wednesday, May, 15, 1889, at 
ten o’clock ‘ 

(Signed) Henry S. BurraGE, Recording Secretary. 
PorTLAND, Me., April 1, 1889. 

The Seventy-fifth Annual Meeting of the Board of Managers of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union will be held in Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass., immedi- 
ately after the adjournment of the Missionary Union. 


(Signed) Moses H. Bixsy, Recording Secretary. 
ProvipENcE, R.I., April 1, 1889. y 


PERSONAL. — Rev. R. H. and Mrs. Ferguson arrived at Bhamo, Burma, Jan. 14, 
where they will be engaged in the Kachin Mission. Miss Marie M. Cote, M.D., 
reached Bassein, Burma, Feb. 5, and entered upon her labors in connection with the 
Sgau Karen Normal and Industrial Institute. We regret to announce that, owing 
to the fact that there is no probability that Mrs. Cochrane will be able to live in 
Burma, Rev. J. E. Cochrane has resigned his connection with the Missionary Union. 
Mr. Cochrane showed unusual facility in the acquisition of languages, and special 
adaptation to missionary work, during his stay in Burma; and there is great reason for 
regret that he is not able to continue his services in that field of usefulness. Mrs, 
L. A. Brown of Yokohama, and Miss A. H. Kidder of Tokyo, Japan, have returned 
to America for a season of rest. Rev. J. S. Norvell and wife reached Swatow, 
China, Feb. 14. Rev. M. C. Mason of Tura, Assam, and Miss Nettie Purssell of 
Nowgong, were married Feb. 3. We offer our sincere good wishes for their happi- 
ness and usefulness. Rev. William M. Upcraft of Minnesota sailed from Boston, 
April 6, for the new work in Sz-chuen province, Western China. 


THE CHINKIANG RIOT in China has been greatly misrepresented, as we sup- 
posed, and therefore have not noticed it specially. It had nothing to do with the 
Restriction Act of the United States Congress, or even with hatred of foreigners as 
such. Rev. R. T. Bryan of the Southern Baptist Mission states that it was caused 
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by the cruelty with which the Sikh (native of India) policemen treated a Chinaman, 
They kicked him so that he died. The mob gathered, and destroyed the police head. 
quarters and the house of a foreigner which adjoined. The head policeman took 
refuge in the English consulate. The mob destroyed that and the property of the 
Southern Baptist Mission, which occupied the next lot. They also plundered the 
American consulate and the Methodist chapel. All the fcreigners escaped to a 
steamer in the river. The mob caught one of the missionaries, but did him no harm, 
They said “He is a preacher, a good man; let him go.” The missionaries did not 
leave the city because they feared for their personal safety, but because their homes 
and property were destroyed. For these they feel confident the government will pay, 
They think the mission work will be helped rather than hindered by the trouble. 
The moral of the case is, so far as we can see, that missionaries should shun the 
vicinity of police headquarters and consulates, and trust themselves to the people. 


THE FAMINE IN CHINA, — The public have been informed of the terrible distress 
which prevails in large parts of the Chinese Empire, through the combined effects 
of floods, drouth, famine, and storms. Immense areas of North-eastern China, 
including portions of four provinces, and extending over into Mantchuria, are 
desolated, and millions of people are suffering beyond power of description. 
Thousands are dying of starvation. The accounts of the missionaries, found in the 
various periodicals, are harrowing in the extreme. When it is remembered that in 
the famine of 1878 thirteen millions perished, and that the present distress is 
thought to be equal to that, an idea of the suffering and sacrifice of human life will 
be gained. The large assistance given in 1878 by Christian nations to the perishing 
people of China was greatly appreciated, and did much to open the country to 
commerce and missions. There is now a grand opportunity for another lesson of 
the practical goodness of Christianity. Subscriptions for the sufferers in China may 
be sent to Dr. F. F. Ellinwood, Presbyterian Mission House, New York, N.Y., by 
whom they will be sent by cable to Dr. Jorn L. Nevius, Chefu. Mr. A. M. Town- 
send, 50 Wall Street, New York, agent of the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Cor- 
poration, and Mr. J. Murray Forbes, 50 State Street, Boston, Mass., will also receive 
contributions and forward them to China by cable, on behalf of the New York and 
Boston Committees 


THE NEW CONSTITUTION of Japan establishes religious liberty. Its promul- 
gation on Feb. 11, was attended with great demonstrations of joy on the part of 
the people. The parliament is to consist of two houses: A house of peers, who 
are to be unpaid, and a house of representatives, who are to receive eight hundred 
dollars a year. Onlythose can vote who pay at least fifteen dollars a year tax. 
This is a high figure for Japan, and the electors will be but a small proportion of 
the people, yet the constitution is a great step forward for Japan. A significant illus- 
tration of the advanced position which Japan has reached, is the fact that, on the 
‘way to the parade, the empress rode in the state carriage by the side of the 
emperor for the first time in the history of the country. The civilization of a 
nation may be measured by the position it allots to woman; and, judged by this 
standard, Japan has attained a very advanced position, so far as the efforts and 
intentions of the rulers are concerned. 
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THE “DAI BUTZ,” or Great Buddha of Japan, is a gigantic bronze image of 
Budda, fifty feet high, and is located on a spot about eighteen miles from Yokohama, 
where it sits facing the ocean. It is known to have existed for more than six hun- 
dred years, but the architect has been forgotten, and the city of which it was the 
chief ornament has long ago disappeared. ‘The bronze has a much larger proportion 
of gold than in the usual alloys, and time and the weather has made little impression 
on the exterior. Multitudes of pilgrims visit the idol, which is also a temple, the 
hollow interior being fitted up for Buddhist worship, and filled with a multitude of 
smaller idols. The entrance in at the back of the image. The figure represents 
Buddha in the attitude of meditation, which is so profound and has been so long con- 
tinued that a snail has crawled up and fixed itself on the forehead. Religious medi- 
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tation is the method by which Buddha finally attained to Nirvana, a state in which 
every thing earthly is first despised, then forgotten; a state of perfect indifference to 
every thing; of eternal calm, without the possibility of ever being disturbed. This 
is the Buddhist heaven, and it is as near as possible to annihilation. How different 
the active joy of the heavenly home of the Christian ! 


THE UGANDA REVOLUTION, from later details, appears to have been the work 
of the Mohammedans and Christians uniting to depose Mwanga, who had become 
the representative of the old paganism, and who had alienated a large portion of his 
people by his cruel and tyrannical measures. The immediate occasion of the 
revolution was Mwanga’s attempt to leave on a desolate island to starve, the part of 
his body guard composed of Christians and Mohammedans. His older brother 
Kiwewa, who was made king, appointed both Christians and Mohammedans to office ; 
but gave the highest places to the Christians, making a Roman Catholic first in 
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office, and a Protestant second. This angered the Mohammedans, and they attacked 
the Christians in Court, killed some, took the power into their own hands, destroyed 
the Protestant mission houses, and sent away the missionaries, both Roman and 
Protestant, in the mission boat “Eleanor.” On the way to the south of the lake 
the boat was sunk by a hippotamus, but the party escaped with their lives, and after 
the repairing the boat they proceeded to the mission stations south of Victoria 
Nyanza, where they still remain. The latest report from Uganda is that Kiwewa, 
having resisted the efforts of the Arabs to have him become a Mohammedan, had 
been deposed by them, and his brother made a king. The territory is now involved 
in civil war, with the Arabs at present in power at the capital. 


EXTREMES MEET.—A striking illustration of the reflex benefits of missions is 
the following: Some time ago “The National Baptist” published an appeal for five 
hundred dollars to build a chapel for the Baptist Sunday school in Hammerfest, 
Norway, near the Arctic Circle. This appeal was read in Rangoon, Burma, and 
excited much interest in the various Baptist Sunday schools there, English, Burman, 
and Karen; and now they have sent sixty-six dollars and thirty-eight cents as their 
contribution to the Norwegian chapel. So the bread cast upon the waters is found 
again after many days, and the heathen land sends a contribution to a nominally 
Christian country; the tropics nourish the Arctic regions. 


“COME AND HELP us.” — Rev. L. A. Gould of Ningpo, China, sends another 
“ Macedonian Cry.” They are ringing in our ears. Shall we not heed and help? 


“IT hope the effort to secure more men for the interior will be successful. We need to 
plant families by twos, like lighthouses, in the great cities along the shores of the Hoang Ho 
and the Yangtse Rivers, and throughout the provinces. Much as men are needed here, we 
would rejoice to see them in the more remote centres. In this work no talents are too good 
for employment. One finds that all that is valuable in what he has seen or read, sooner or 
later comes into play. He covets the faith of Abraham, the wisdom of Stephen, the bold- 
ness of Peter and John, the eloquence of Barnabas or Apollos, and the missionary zeal, 
discretion, and perseverance of Paul. He is not surprised that the missionary apostle has 
classed ‘hope’ as a grace among the immortal three, when he sees the occasions for 
depression in missionary labor; nor that Paul could rejoice in the Lord so constantly, when 
he sees the reward attending such work. Only seven Christians here thirty years ago, now 
nearly five hundred in all denominations; but what is five hundred among three hundred 
thousand? Send men into Asia to help us.” 


THE NEW CHINA MISSION. 


Amonc other enlargements the Executive Committee are extending our missions 
in China. 

The first new place to be occupied is the important city of Swei-fu, or Suchow, 
situated on that great thoroughfare to the heart of Asia, —the River Yangtse (child of 
the ocean). It is far along toward the western border of China proper, in the prov- 
ince of Sz-chuen (the four rivers), and some sixteen hundred miles from the sea. 

Sz-chuen is one of the largest of the “eighteen provinces,” and is a great king- 
dom .in .itself. It alone contains from thirty to forty millions of people, while border- 
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ing upon it are the other great provinces of Shensi, Hupeh, Kwei Chau, Yunnan, and 
Kan-su, containing possibly sixty millions more, — all together many more people than 
there are in the whole United States, but very few of whom have ever heard so much 
as the name of Jesus the Saviour of men. 

The time has fully come to begin this movement. The hand of the Lord has 
pointed towards it unmistakably. Men to make a start are ready at hand. A few years 
ago a young man from Mr. Guinness’s Colleze, Rev. William M. Upcraft, had been 
sent to this very region as an agent of the British Bible Society. While there he was 
clubbed and stoned, and left senseless by the side of a river. So badly was he injured 
that he had to come away to insure his recovery. He was sent home, and found his 
way over to Minnesota, where he became pastor of a church. Hearing the “ Macedo- 
nian Cry ” he resolved to offer himself to begin the new work. A young man, a layman, 
Mr. George Warner, well known in St. Paul as an active and efficient Christian 
worker, has been found ready to go with him. Both are under appointment and ready 
to depart. The young men of Minnesota have undertaken to raise the money for 
their support. 

In some respects this is anew movement. It is a new movement for our business 
young men. A nobler one they could not engage in. Still more it is in some fea- 
tures a new movement on the other side of the water. The very location of the field, 
and the very nature of the work, will enable, and even require, the missionaries to 
work along some new lines of endeavor, unhampered by old usages. 

Rev. Mr. Upcraft himself volunteered to make the question of his support as little 
as possible a matter of anxiety, and in this Mr. Warner joined him. “They go out 
on an indefinite salary, only relying on God and the assurance of their brethren that 
their actual needs shall be supplied.” In conference with some older missionaries, and 
as an independent outcome of his own observation and study on the part of Mr. 
Upcraft, both he and Mr. Warner united upon the essentials of a missionary policy, 
which, with the approval of the Executive Committee, will form the working basis of 
the new mission. 

This basis is given below. What men of like spirit will join them in it? Many 
other cities remain to be occupied in that vast region. For this work there will be 
required young men of resolute faith and consecrated purpose. It will be something 
of a rough life to which they will go, one involving hardship and self-denial, and 
patience and persistence; but it will be, under God, a life with a mighty outcome, 
and lo, Christ will be with them alway. 


VOLUNTARY BASIS. 


SOME FEATURES AGREED UPON BY BRETHREN WILLIAM M. UPCRAFT AND GEORGE WARNER. 


j 


THE missionaries come into relationship to the entire denomination by reason 
of their appointment received from the Executive Committee of the Missionary 
Union ; and, also, in our own particular cases, into special relationship to churches 
and individuals, by reason of support received from them throuzh the treasury of the 
Missionary Union. 
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II. 

The missionaries propose not to stipulate for any particular rate of salary that 
may or may not obtain in other fields. They would ask simply for a comfortable 
support, sufficient to enable them to do the work of the Lord without hindrance or 
embarrassment, and for this they will trust the Lord and their brethren. 


III. 


The missionaries to enter upon and continue in the direct work of evangelization, 
and whatever is absolutely essential thereto. They will never in any case settle down 
as pastors over native churches. 

IV. 

As soon as converts are made they are to be organized into churches, with their 
own pastors, and trained to self-nourishment, self-growth, self-government, and self- 
propagation, in acccrdance with Paul’s rules laid down in 1 Cor. xiv. and elsewhere, 
submitting themselves to the guidance of the Spirit, and looking for spiritual 
gifts from Him who ascended on high and gave gifts unto men. 


V. 


An essential distinction is to be observed between two classes of native workers. 

“ Evangelists” are those sent out like the missionaries to preach repentance and 
the remission of sins, and to help organize and confirm churches. These may 
properly be supported by home funds. 

“ Pastors and Teachers” are raised up among the membership; and, after being 
duly qualified and first proved, are to be ordained over the churches. Their support 
is to come from the native churches themselves, though the Union can make grants 
in aid, when deemed needful and judicious. 


VI. 


Another essential distinction is to be recognized between evangelizing a new 
region and building up in the same region. 

“ Evangelizing,’ which includes the planting of self-sustaining, witnessing 
churches, is the proper and specific work of the missionary, whose office is provisional 
and temporary. 

“ Building up,” of itself, on its most holy faith, is the appropriate work of the 
local church, which begins when the other work ends. It must be carried on 
persistently, and be attended with continuous outgoing effort for the salvation of 
others outside of itself, and outside even of the bounds of its own neighborhood. 


VII. 


Common Schools, for the education of their own children, should be sustained by 
the church members themselves, and should be continually urged upon their attention. 
The missionaries will help raise up teachers for them, and, when judicious, will make 
small grants in aid. 


Schools for evangelizing purposes being very costly, will zo¢ form a part of the 
working agency of the mission. 
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THE AMERICAN BAPTIST TELUGU MISSION. 


Tue Telugu Mission presents a curious anomaly in the missions of American 
Baptists. It was the most hopeless at the first, and is now the most prosperous. 
From the least interesting and encouraging, it has advanced, in less than twenty-five 
years, to the most marvellously successful mission on the face of the earth. The 
history of Christianity in all ages and countries shows nothing which surpasses the 
later years of the American Baptist Telugu Mission in spontaneous extension, in 
rapidity of progress, in genuineness of conversions, in stability of results, or in promise 
for the future. The missionary marvels of the South Sea Islands cannot parallel it. 
Only in the tragic and romantic annals of Madagascar can we find any thing to 
compare with it; and in the missions of to-day, when the amount of effort put forth, 
and the reality of personal experience is taken into consideration, not even the 
wonderful progress of Christianity in Japan can be placed beside it. 

If any are seeking for the leadings of Divine Providence, here is a mission begun 
most clearly by the Spirit of God working upon the hearts of his children in the 
widely separated countries of India and America; so that when the time had fully 
come, without any previous communication whatever, the work was provided for a 
people prepared to willingly undertake it at once. If any love romance, here is a 
mission born in the love of an English man and an American woman, whose lives 
were strangely brought together by their common love for the perishing heathen of 
India; a mission which has been strongly assailed and strenuously defended, the 
very life of which at one time hung upon the heroic declaration of its only represen- 
tative, “ You can give up the Telugu Mission, but I will never abandon the Telugus. 
I will go back and die in India.” A mission, the chief agent in whose surpassing 
success was not educated in the schools of the prophets, and who was not accept~ 
able to the usual standards of selection; but whose modest declaration, “If the 
committee can not send me to the Telugus, I must find some other way to go,” led all 
to believe that this was the God-selected man for the work. Finally, if any are 
looking for the approval of God, here is a mission, the most successful on earth, in 
whose history alone can be found a parallel to the times of Pentecost, in the baptism 
of twenty two hundred and twenty-two believers on one day, and of nearly ten 
thousand in five months. 

What element then is lacking to make the Telugu Mission one of entrancing 
interest, a cause of heart-felt thanksgiving, and an inspiration to ardent zeal and strenu- 
ous endeavor? And yetthe Telugu Mission occupies no such place in the affections 
and aspirations of American Baptists, as its wonderful history and success would 
warrant. We look for providential openings for mission work: here is a field which 
the Lord has opened fully, and approved abundantly by his richest blessings. We 
look for strong peoples to be won to Christ: here is one of the finest races of 
India, an active, working people, with an elegant language, —a people who will have 
influence on the future history of the world. Already the Telugus, with their kindred, 
the Tamils, are as numerous in Burma as the Karens. We eagerly look for tidings 
of the heathen bowing before our Redeemer ; and here is a mission, where the number 
of baptisms is limited only by the ability of the missionaries to properly receive the 
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converts. We seek the equal distribution of the work and burdens, and yet here is 
one man who has under his care more than half as many native Christians as there 
are in all Burma, and we haven't sent even one man from America to reinforce the 
Telugu Mission for nearly three years. 

The success of the Telugu Mission appears to have out-run the ability of 
American Baptists to appreciate it. Other denominations freely say, that, if they had 
such a wonder in their missions, their hearts would be all on fire with enthusiasm. 
But we read of the baptism of Telugus, hundreds at a time, apparently with indiffer- 
ence, and leave Dr. Clough to do the work of three men for three and four years, 
without responding to his appeal for help. 

But the crisis has come. The mission cannot and must not go on longer in the 
way it has been going. These thousands of converts, most of whom are less than 
ten years in the Christian life, must be trained for Christian manhood and woman- 
hood. The appeals of these hundreds, and even thousands, who are asking for the 
missionary to visit their villages, and baptize them, must be responded to. The 
overworked and overburdened brethren must be relieved and encouraged by seeing 
re-enforcements coming to their help. We have other great and pressing works 
which must be done, but the re-enforcement of the Telugu Mission presents claims 
upon our young men, and upon the gifts of the people, which cannot be longer ignored. 
The Canadian Baptist Telugu Mission have asked for a re-enforcement of fifty-two 
missionaries. By the same proportion our own force ought to be enlarged by more 
than one hundred new recruits. But they do not ask that. They ask this year for 
six new men. Let the young ministry see that the men are found, and the churches 
be sure that the means are provided, to respond fully to this modest request. 


MISSIONARY CONCERT PROGRAMME. 


REV. T. J. VILLERS. 


{This programm: was successfully used at the First Baptist Church, Gloucester, Mass.] 
SUBJECT.—4”7SSION WORK ON THE CONGO. 


. Introductory Service of Song.— Hymns: . The religious status of the people, and their 
“Seeking to save,” “ Whosoever will,” susceptibility to the gospel. 
and “ Rescue the perishing.” . Gospel fruit already gathered in the Congo 
. Scripture lesson and prayer. Valley. 
. Short study of the map of Central Africa. . Hymn, “ The morning light is breaking.” 
. Hymn, “ From Greenland’s icy mountains.” . The promises and pleadings of Congo Land. 
. A brief description of Congo Land. . “Over the ocean wave.” (Quartette.) 
. A few characteristics and customs of the . Offering for this mission field. (All the 
people. congregation.) 
Solo, “Go ye into all the world.” . Hymn, “ Coronatioa.” 
. Benedictioa. 


Missionary Hymn.— China and America. 


GENERAL ARTICLES. 


MISSIONARY HYMN. 
CAPT. G. A. HULL, U.S.A., SAN FRANCISCO. 


“Go ye!” the Saviour’s mandate hear ; 
“Go ye!” nor doubts nor dangers fear ; 
To all the nations, far and near, 

The story of his love proclaim. 


“Go ye!” the Cross of Christ uphold; 
In his great strength be strong and bold ; 
Wherever yet to men untold, 

His sacrificial love proclaim. 


“Go ye!” and teach the word of life ; 
“Go ye!” to conquer sin and strife 


Through Christ, the Way and Lord of Life; 
His great atoning love proclaim. 


Proclaim that Christ to save is nigh; 

He hears the mourning sinner’s cry, 

And heals the wounds of those who sigh. 
His power and pardoning love proclaim. 


“Go ye!” ne’er falter in the race; 

“Go ye!” strong-hearted, through God’s grace ; 
Eternal life, and joy, and peace, 

Through Christ, our Lord and King, proclaim. 


CHINA AND AMERICA. 


GEORGE F. EMERY, ESQ., PORTLAND, ME. 


THE friends of Christianity of all denomina- 
tions, believing that its extension in all lands 
is the highest and most imperative obligation 
imposed upon them by its Divine author, are 
engaged in an effort for the conversion of the 
innumerable hordes of China, and are making 
constant appeals to the purses, as well as con- 
sciences, of the people, to aid their endeavors. 
But a singular and embarrassing anomaly 
exists in the fact, that, in both England and 
America, the two great Christian nations of 
the world, boastful too of their superior civi- 
lization, a prejudice against the Chinese is 
manifested, the fruits of which greatly retard 
the triumph of Christianity in the East. 

England, in addition to the oft-repeated story 
of her encouragement of the opium trade, dis- 
courages and hinders immigration of the Chi- 
nese into her colonies, upon the ground that the 
good of their own people, and the welfare of her 
possessions, forbids toleration of Chineseamong 
them. The United States Government, after 
glorifying itself, and intensifying the joy of 
Christian hearts, in having secured an en- 
trance for the gospel and its missionaries by 
treaty, has by law forbidden immigration from 
China to this country; and the unfortunates 
among them who have found a home ina land 
which has invited immigrants from all other 


peoples have been the subjects of all sorts of 
indignities, and the victims of persecution and 
outrage upon property and person. 

Under such circumstances, what must be the 
natural condition of feeling throughout China 
toward England and America, and with what 
favor can her people receive missionaries, 
whose avowed purpose is to supplant a reli- 
gion younger than her own, which is as dear to 
the Chinese as ours is to us? How much 
more difficult it is for Christian ministers to 
appeal to their hearers to support our mis- 
sionaries already in the field, and increase 
their number, who bear in their hands the 
gospel of love and good-will, while the govern- 
ment, professedly based on Christian civiliza- 
tion, treats the Chinaman as an outlaw, and 
excludes immigration of his brethren to our 
shores. The anomaly is as amazing as it is 
hostile to the progress and success of Chris- 
tian missions. The leading politicians of the 
country have united together to carry legisla- 
tion against the Chinese, in order to secure 
votes, especially on the Pacific coast. Such, 
too, is the strength of party spirit, that Chris- 
tian men, including ministers, vote to sustain 
men committed to the antagonism referred to, 
praying on Sunday for the triumph of Chris- 
tianity in China, but on Monday helping to 
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maintain an almost insuperable barrier against 
its success. 

The general plea is, that patriotism demands 
the exclusion of the Chinese from this country. 
This raises the question whether Christian 
philanthropy is a sentiment to be subordinated 
to any and all others. It aims a blowat “the 
great commission” which constitutes both the 
basis and obligation of missionary effort. 
What answer Christian men ought to give to 
the question is sufficiently obvious without 
argument. 

The next inquiry is, Does patriotism justify 
such antagonism; or, in other words, is there 
any real issue between that sentiment and 
Christian philanthropy? One answer is, There 
cannot be any antagonism between genuine 
patriotism and Christianity. That cannot be 
patriotism which arrays itself against the 
spirit of Christianity. This is also too obvious 
to require argument. 

Next, in what particular is it claimed that 
patriotism demands Chinese exclusion? Main- 
ly it is, that opening the door to the Mongo- 
lian race would conflict with the rights of our 
own laboring people, who are entitled to a 
monopoly of this country, in virtue of the cost 
and sacrifices expended to achieve a home and 
prosperity for themselves and their posterity. 
But there is manifest weakness at this point 
in the fact that no such objection has been 
made or countenanced by the government in 
past legislation as respects immigrants from 
Ireland, Germany, Italy, and other European 
nations; who, of all men, especially on the 
Pacific coast, are the loudest to decry Chi- 
nese immigration. These people, after having 
free and full range all over the country, and 
after admission to all the rights and immuni- 
ties of native citizens, are shocked beyond 
measure at the idea of coming in competition 
with “the heathen Chinee.” What, too, is 
quite as remarkable, the virtues of the China- 
man are treated as vices which lie at the base 
of a republican government. The Chinese 


are a frugal, industrious, peaceful people, and 
constitute a meritorious class in all depart- 
ments of labor; have largely aided in the build- 
ing of railroads and other important facilities 
for increasing the wealth and prosperity of 
this country, and furnish excellent servants. 


China and America. 
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But it is said a Chinese population, with 
which we might be in danger of being flooded, 
is incapable of being assimilated with our 
own ; that they come here for a temporary pur- 
pose only, —to fill their coffers with gold, and 
then return to die in their native land. As 
respects assimilation, the same objection might 
be urged against the vast number of Jews and 
Roman Catholics, who are not allowed to in- 
termarry with any but with their own kith 
and kin, but who are treated with kindness 
and hospitality wherever they swarm. As to 
citizenship, the government denies it to the 
Chinaman, but grants it to all others. Then, 
as to accumulating money to carry abroad, it 
is sufficient to say, when gathered and saved, 
it is the fruitage of labor which is indispensa- 
ble for the development of an immense area 
of our virgin soil, to say nothing of deserted 
farms, suggesting an argument which conflicts 
with this plea of patriotism. 

From a business point of view, as well as 
following in the line of Providential leadings 
which ought to control, it is manifest that the 
work of evangelizing China is to be mainly 
done by natives, after becoming converts to 
Christianity. Our missionaries are sent out 
and long supported at large expense, before 
they can commence their legitimate work. 
But a Chinaman converted in this country is 
thoroughly endowed at all points, and can 
commence his work the moment he touches 
his foot again upon his native soil, animated 
by a heart warm with Christian zeal and love, 
and intensified by devotion to his own country 
and people. For a Christian nation to inter- 
pose a ban upon the method thus indicated 
seems to be as inexpedient as it is vain, if not 
reprehensible, in an effort to frustrate the evi- 
dent design of Providence. In view of such 
considerations, is it not well for Christian men 
to pause for reflection, and inquire whether 
our present treatment of the Chinese does not 


_call for a loud and earnest protest on the part 


of all who are interested in the universal tri- 
umph of the Redeemer’s kingdom? 


Jesus said, “If I be lifted up from the 
earth, I will draw all men unto me.” But 
how can he draw them unless they know that 
he has been lifted up? 
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A TRIP TO AN. 


A Trip to An. 


REV. W. F. THOMAS, SANDOWAY, BURMA. 


AN is an interprising Burman village, two 
days’ journey north-east of Kyaukpyu, at the 
head-waters of a beautiful mountain-stream of 
the same name. Besides being the British 
capital of a so-called “township” presided 
over by a Burman official known as a “ Myo- 
ke,” it is the western terminus of the An, or 
principal Pass from Arakan to Upper Burma; 
hence its wide-awake, mercantile character. 
There are three principal drawbacks, how- 
ever; which, I imagine together with its iso- 
lated location, have hitherto barred the ap- 
proach of the missionary. 

The An (or Aeng) Pass, which affords an 
approach not only to harmless merchants, but 
to dacoits and bad ¢haracters who have from 
time immemorial infested this lovely region, 
and the tigers, who are always driven down 
into the valleys by the dacoits. This time, 
however, the government having disarmed the 
loyal subjects, they have nothing with which to 
resist either tigers or dacoits, between whom 
the timid denisons of the populous valley are 
driven to their wits end ; and the Arakan fever, 
which is said to rage here at its very worst 
during feverish seasons of the year. Our late 
visit, however, was so timed as to avoid this 
obstacle altogether. 

Our visit, however, was ill-timed in one 
respect. It seems the tide only reaches An 
itself about the time of the full or of the new 
moon. As our visit, therefore, was not timed 
by the lunar almanac, we were obliged to 
leave our boat at a village below An; where, 
however, we spent the night, and found a 
number of interesting inquirers. The next 
morning we proceeded to An itself on foot, 
where we found the people providentially 
assembled at a funeral, so that we had a grand 
preaching time during our short stay. Of 
course it was impossible for us to make a 
perfect estimate of the interest manifested on 
so short a notice; yet Syah Toke, the Burman 
pastor who accompanied me, agreed with me 
in the opinion that there was genuine interest 
enough to warrant the belief that, with the 
presence in An of a competent Burman 
preacher, there would be a Burman church at 


that strategic point withina year. But where 
ts the preacher ? 

On our return from An we visited two or 
three Chin villages, where we found stalwart 
Christians who had never seen the face of the 
missionary. Surely these converts were not 
made by the white man? What converts 
too! Nota bad one among them. We had 
two communion seasons with these two 
churches, at one or the other of which every 
member was present, save one woman, who, 
we were informed, was sick. Not as man 
chooses, however, does God choose. Not 
among the rich, influential Buddhist Chins 
along the main stream are these converts; but 
up narrow streams to their source, barefoot 
up the bed of the little streams where no boat 
can ascend, over dizzy heights, nestled in 
mountain gorges, will you find God’s elect. 
We found three of them nestled in just such 
a rocky defile as this; our joy in baptizing 
whom, and thus forming the nucleus of what 
promises to be the third Chin church in the 
An region (we formed the second church the 
following Sunday), made us quite forget our 
arduous journey to their mountain fastness. 

The first Chin church in the An region is 
strategically located quite near the main 
stream, opposite a large Burman village, just 
one tide or half way up the river. Thus every 
boat that goes up or down that river has to 
listen to the sweet songs of Zion whether they 
will or no, and the result is that church is like 
“a city set on a hill.” Its members are all 
active workers, so that the opposite Burman 
village is, next to An, the most interested vil- 
lage on the river; and the Chin church of 
Toke will doubtless soon include Burman 
members, as does the Chin church of Done, 
near Toungoop. Some of its members know 


the Settoo dialect, or that of the next wilder 


variety of Chins to the North. We also found 
samples of Myouk and other specimens of 
Chins from brother Carson’s field over in Up- 
per Burma in the An Valley. In fact, we are 
confident that we have among the wilder and 
therefore less sophisticated and more hopeful 
Chins of the An Valley,“‘whose name is legion,” 
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the key to the situation, as far as the Chin 
work in Arakan is concerned. As the work 
in this unhealthy valley, however, has been 
begun and carried on by the Christian Chins 
of Lower Arakan, may we not believe that it 
will in turn be carried on still farther among 
the wilder Chins of the Arakan Hill Tracts 
by these Christian Chins of An? On our way 
back and forth from An, we looked in on the 
Christians near Toungoop. They are still in 
such mortal terror from the dacoits, who are 
still at large in their neighborhood, that they 
do not dare to sleep in their homes at night. 
We also had the privilege in Ramree of wel- 
coming into the Baptist fold two who had been 
decoyed into the proselyting Church of Eng- 


The Brahmo Baptismal Ceremony. 
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land by receiving the ordinance of believers’ 
baptism by immersion at the hands of the 
High Church priest. 

The church building which was erected at 
a considerable expense, has been finally closed ; 
and their two only genuine converts have 
joined the church they would have joined at 
first had they not been betrayed by these “ who 
compass sea and land [yea, and water also}, 
to make one proselyte.” Thus, with these 
accessions, and others which will doubtless 
accrue to Baptist ranks on Ramree Island, 
and the formation of a self-supporting English 
Baptist Church in Akyab, under the labors of 
Bombay Edwards, we have fresh cause to 
“ bless the Lord.” 


THE BRAHMO BAPTISMAL CEREMONY. 


{Tue following account of the baptismal ceremony newly adopted by the Brahmo Somaj of India is extremely significant. 
It shows that the acute minds of the leaders of this sect of reformed Hindus, reading the Bible without prejudice, have under- 


stood Christian baptism to be z#emersion. 


The Oriental conceptions of the meaning of the rite and the reality and vividness 


of the application of the figure are also instructive. We should never forget that our Bible is an Oriental book. — Ep.] 


THE ceremony of overcoming temptation, 
which was initiated on Tuesday, was consum- 
mated on Sunday. What began with fire 
ended with water. The typical destruction 
of carnality was naturally followed by the 
symbol of new birth. Fire killed and con- 
sumed the old man. Baptism evolved the 
new man. 

After service in the tabernacle the devotees 
congregated in the family sanctuary. The 
minister took his seat on the vedi and 
offered a short prayer, to the following 
effect : — 

“Eternal Spirit, we, thy pilgrim servants, 
desire to go on pilgrimage to the Jordan, in 
the Holy Land, for our redemption’s sake. 
We desire to be where, eighteen centuries 
ago, Jesus, thy Son, was baptized. Gratify 
thou our hearts’ longing, and guide us and 
cheer us in our pilgrimage.” 

The devotees then formed a procession and 
solemnly moved on, singing a hymn with the 
accompaniment of the mridanga, the conch- 
shell and cymbals, till they reached the bath- 
ing-ghaut of the Kamal Sarabar, the tank 
attached to the sanctuary. The place had 
been decorated with flowers and evergreens, 
and the flag of the New Dispensation was 


waving in the breeze. The devotees took 
their seats upon the steps of the ghaut; the 
minister sat upon a piece of tiger’s skin, 
stretched upon a wooden vedi erected for 
the occasion. Deep silence prevailed. It 
was near mid-day, the torrid sun burning 
overhead, when the minister addressed his 
people as follows : — 

‘ Beloved brethren, we have come into the 
land of the Jews and we are seated on the 
bank of the Jordan. Let them that have eyes 
see. Verily, verily here was the Lord Jesus 
baptized, eighteen hundred years ago. Be- 
hold the holy waters wherein was the Son of 
God immersed. See ye here the blessed . 
Jesus, and by his side John the Baptist, 
administering the rite of baptism; and behold 
in the sky above the descent of the Holy 
Ghost. All three are here present — Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, spiritually united.  Pil- 
grim brothers, mark their union today on this 
hallowed spot and see how the water shineth 
in celestial radiance. 

“QO thou great Varuna, water of life, 
sacred water, mighty expanse of seas and 
oceans and rivers, we glorify thee. Thou art 
not God, but the Lord is in thee. Thou art 
full of the beauty and glory of heaven; each 
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drop revealeth the divine face. Thou art the 
water of life. A most helpful friend art thou 
unto us. From the clouds above thou comest 
in copious showers to quench the thirst of the 
parched earth and to fertilize its soil. Thou 
fillest rivers, seas, and oceans. Thou causeth 
the dry earth to become fruitful, and thou pro- 
ducest plentiful harvests, fruits, and corn in 
abundance for our nourishment. O friend of 
the human race, thou satisfiest our hunger, 
thou appeasest our thirst. Thou cleansest 
our body and our home and washest away 
filth and impurity. O thou great purifier, 
thou healest disease and thou givest health. 
Cooler and comforter, daily we bathe in thee 
and feel refreshed and comforted. Ships 
freighted with riches float upon thy bosom 
and bring us affluence from distant shores. 
O serene pacifier, thou extinguishest all agony 
and refreshest the troubled head. O true 
friend and benefactor, our venerable ances- 
tors loved thee, and honored thee, and adored 
thee. And today, as in days gone by, the 
Ganga, the Jumna, the Narmada, the Goda- 
veri, the Kaveri, the Krishna, and all the 
sacred streams in the land are greatly revered 
by the people. Say, mighty Varuna, didst 
thou not suggest to Buddha the idea of 
Nirvana, O thou extinguisher of the fire of 
all pain and discomfort? And Jesus too 
magnified thee, and he praised thee as none 
ever did before. For he saw and found in 
thee new life and salvation. In the holy 
Jordan was the son of God baptized. We 
praise thee, we bless thee, holy water. Rain 
and river, lakes, seas, and oceans, we bless 
and magnify.” 

The minister read the whole of Matthew, 
chapter 3: “In those days came John the 
Baptist preaching in the wilderness of Judea,” 
etc. 

He explained the true secret of baptism 
thus : — 

“ Why did Jesus plunge into the water of the 
river? Because he saw the water was full of 
God. The omnipresent spirit of God he saw 
moving upon the face of the waters, and in 
every drop sparkled divinity. In such holy 
water, in the Jordan of divine life, was Jesus 
immersed. And as he dipped into the water 
he dipped into divinity; and straightway he 
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came out of the water full of new or divine 
life, and the Holy Spirit overhead announced 
his acceptance by God as his ‘ beloved Son.’ 
Thus in him was .the Father glorified, and 
likewise the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. 
Behold, my brethren, the water before 
us isfull of the Lord, and blessed are they 
who are baptized in it as was Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 

The minister anointed himself with flower 
oil and went down into the water. Standing 
with his head above the water and reverently 
looking above he thus prayed: ‘May I be- 
hold thy bright and sweet face, O God, my 
Father, in the water that encompasses me. 
Convert this water into the water of grace and 
holiness, that I may be immersed in life ever- 
lasting. May thy beloved Son. abide in my 
soul. May John the Baptist be here to 
administer unto me the sacred rite. And 
may thy Holy Spirit hover over my head and 
inspire me.” 

Thus saying, he thrice immersed himself, 
saying, “Glory unto the Father,” “Glory 
unto the Son,” “Glory unto the Holy Ghost.” 
To magnify the Three in One he dipped once 
more, saying, “ Blessed be Sacchidananda! 
— truth, wisdom, and joy in one!” 

With the water he washed his eyes and 
ears, his hands and feet, and prayed with 
clasped hands : — 

“‘O Lord of rivers and seas, Lord of water, 
cleanse thy poor servant, and purify my body 
and my soul! Thy Holy Spirit encircles me 
right and left, before and behind. I have 
plunged into thy holiness and love, thy power, 
wisdom, and joy. Inthe river of thy sweet 
nectar have I been immersed, O Sacchida- 
nanda, and great is my joy! I thank thee, 
and I bless thee, O God of my salvation! O 
merciful Father, that thou hast baptized me 
with the water of life eternal and with thy 
Holy Spirit !” 

The singing apostle then poured water 
upon the minister’s head. 

A number of earthern and metallic vessels 
were then filled with Samtija/, or water of 
peace. 

The minister came out of the water with 
his Kamanda/u filled with the water of peace, 
and sprinkled it over the heads of the assem- 
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bled devotees, all shouting together: ‘“ Peace 
peace, peace!” 

Some of the devotees then reverently went 
through the ceremony of Immersion, while 
the minister, changing his dress, put on the 
ascetic’s yellow robe. 


A Trip into Karenee. 
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The whole party having left, a number of 
ladies and children of the New Dispensation 
came to the spot, and, after immersion and a 
short prayer, joyfully carried home the vessels 
of water. — Calcutta Sunday Mirror. 


A TRIP INTO KARENEE. 
REV. A..V. B. CRUMB, TOUNGOO, BURMA. 


DuRING the months of December and Jan- 
uary, I, in company with several native preach- 
ers and Christians, made a tour to the Red 
Karen country. We had great difficulty in 
cressing the Breck hills, as the streams were 
unusually high for that season of the year. 
At some places it took four strong men to carry 
one coolie-load across the stream, and it re- 
quired equally as many to get the writer across. 
The Karens remarked that they had more dif- 
ficulty in crossing the teacher than the coolies. 

On crossing the Breck country we found 
that all the roads leading into Western Karenee 
were obstructed by “murs” (short bamboo 
spikes), that had been driven into the paths. 
So we had to turn to the south, and follow 
down the Nopolon stream until we came to 
Southern Karenee, when we turned to the 
north, and crossed the chief Po-Byah-Po’s 
country into Central Karenee. In crossing 
Po-Byah-Po’s country we found all the roads 
leading to the west obstructed with bamboo 
spikes, so that we were obliged to turn out 
into the dense jungle, and cut a new path for 
more than half a mile. In crossing this coun- 
try we passed within a few miles of Sawlay- 
pow’s warriors, who were guarding the southern 
frontier of Eastern Karenee. 

If we had been discovered, we would have 
been surely murdered. Sawlaypow was greatly 
vexed when he heard we had passed his guard 
unnoticed. He sent men to murder us after 
we had passed up into Central Karenee. 
They came to the chief of Western Karenee, 
and he told them that we were missionaries ; 
that I was an American; and that we had 
nothing to do with the British Government, 
and therefore there was no occasion for them 
to trouble us. So they returned, but Sawlay- 
pow was not pleased with them, and told them 
that he did not care whether I was an Eng- 


lishman or not, I was a white man, and there- 
fore his enemy ; so he sent out other men, and 
they came to our camp when we were in the 
northern part of the country. They came and 
examined our fire-arms, and after a little time 
went away. The people of the village where 
we were camping were very anxious about us, 
and were of the opinion we would be attacked 
during the night; so we kept a guard up all 
night, but we were not molested, and the next 
morning we moved on to the next village, fecl- 
ing that the Lord had protected us from our 
enemies. Sawlaypow’s warriors in the north- 
ern part of the country frequently threatened 
us, but we turned not to the right or to the 
left, but moved on in our work from village to 
village, and were not molested in the least. 

In all the villages we visited we were very 
kindly received. Our meetings were well at- 
tended, and some seemed to have some interest 
in the gospel. 

One man, a member of the royal family, I 
believe, is really interested in the gospel, and 
seems to be near the kingdon. 

We found a large number of youth who 
were very anxious to come back with us, and 
enter the town school, but it was not possible 
to obtain the consent of the parents. Some 
boys ran away from their villages, and followed 
us; but their friends followed them, and forced 
them to return back. Several came back 
with us, and others are expected next month. 
We had considerable anxiety about how we 
were going to obtain rice. In former years 
we have purchased rice of the Shans who live 
in the country, but this year the Shans were 
in rebellion, and would not sell us any thing. 

It was impossible to purchase any thing from 
the Karens at that season of the year. The 
Red Karens have a custom that they must not 
sell any part of their crop during harvesting. 
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After all their crops have been gathered, each 
family make a feast, and furnish all the food 
and liquor their friends can eat and drink for 
aday. After this feast they are at liberty to 
sell their grain if they wish to do so. If they 
sell any part of their crop before they make 
the harvest feast the good luck (spirit) of the 
grain will go with the part sold, and all that 
remains will be worthless for food; but they 
can give rice to strangers even before the har- 
vesting is completed. 

It is not the custom of the Red Karens to 
feed strangers, but the Lord opened their 
hearts, and we were furnished with all the food 
we could use. 

We remained four weeks in the country, 
and visited twenty-three large villages; the 
work seems more promising than in former 
years, and as soon as the country becomes 
fully settled, as I trust it will by another year, 
it will be a most promising country for mission 
work. We have several good native Red 
Karen preachers who are ready to settle in 
Karenee as soon as means can be provided for 
their support. If I had the money I could 
send four or five Red Karen native preachers 
at once, and Dr. Bunker has some that he 
can send; so if we had money we could 
place a strong force in the field immediately. 
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I have arranged with a native pastor on the 
frontier to go over and settle in Southern 
Karenee. We have been desirous to work 
in that part of the country for several years, 
but the hostility of Sawlaypow, the chief of 
Eastern and Southern Karenee has prevented 
us ; but now Sawlaypow has been set aside, I 
trust we shall be able to bring the gospel to 
that people. The work among the Wewa 
people has improved very much during the 
year. We have ten churches in that tribe, 
and they are growing. We have some good 
native preachers among that people, and the 
most of them are able to give their whole time 
to mission work. During the past few months 
they have been doing evangelistic work among 
the heathen in the district. 

One of these preachers joined me in a trip 
among the Karens living on the hills west of 
Toungoo. This is my first trip among that 
people; we visited nine villages. Concerning 
the interesting work that has beer. commenced 
in the west I will write more fully in my next 
letter. 

The Red Karen church, near the city, is 
becoming large; it has a good day school and 
Sunday school, and is becoming one of the 
most promising churches in the Paku Associa- 
tion. 


THE KARENS. 


THERE is no doubt a great future before 
the Karens of Burma. To the American 
Baptist Missionaries, they owe a debt of grati- 
tude which it would be difficult to over esti- 
mate. These pioneers of Christianity in the 
districts, saw what a good field lay before them 
amongst the Karens, and they laid the founda- 
tion of the great work which has been going 
on incessantly since, amongst this interesting 
people. Perhaps no other Christian denomi- 
nation could have better inculcated the doctrine 
of self-help amongst a down-trodden national- 
ity, than these sturdy republican missionaries. 
Whilst never neglecting the spread of the 
gospel, and the teachings of Christianity, the 
missionaries also taught the Karens the dignity 
of labor, and the necessity if they intended to 
raise themselves in the social scale, of educating 
themselves and their children. The seed was 


planted on good soil, and yielded a splendid 
harvest. There is now hardly a Karen hamlet, 
which has not its own pastor or school-master, 
or a Karen family which does not send its 
children to a school, often entirely supported 
by Karens. Such a people must succeed; 
failure on such lines is impossible. The 
Karens are determined to succeed, and come 
what may, to throw in their lot with the gov- 
ernment, under which, thanks to the American 
missionaries, and their own courageous and 
self-reliant qualities, they have already achieved 
such a good measure of success. 

To the Burmans, some of whom are also 
striving to advance, we would offer a word or 
two of friendly advice. No longer despise the 
Karen, or think him the savage he undoubtedly 
was agenerationago. Strive to immitate him 
in his self-reliance, in his love of truth, in his 
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loyality to his fellow Karen, his respect for 
constituted authority. The Burmans have 
often been petted by British officials, and have 
certainly no fair grounds for complaint that 
in the public service they have not received 
appointments, if they were in any way fitted 
to hold them. It has been otherwise with the 
Karens, and they have flourished and grown 
stronger, and a more robust community not 
through official patronage, but rather because 


The Story of Kissa Gotami. 
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they have not looked up to officials, but were 
content to get on in spite of them by their own 
unaided efforts. Let our Burmese friends 
imitate the manly independence of the Karens, 
and their earnestness in the matter of educa- 
ting their children; and they are more likely 
to improve themselves and their prospects, and 
to be prepared for the great struggle for exis- 
tence, which seems to be becoming keener in 
Burma every day. — Rangoon Gazette. 


THE STORY OF 


TRANSLATED BY REV. E. O. 


WHEN the god dwelt in the Jetavan mon- 
astery in the country of Savatti [he] preached 
on the subject of Kissa Gotami. 

In the country of Savatti, a certain rich 
man possessed of four hundred millions in his 
house, — his goods, which were four hundred 
millions, became nothing but charcoal. And 
the rich man, seeing his goods, which were 
nothing but charcoal, since he was unhappy, 
staid upon his couch without eating rice. At 
that time the friend of the rich man, having 
come to the rich man’s house, seeing the rich 
man’s unhappy face, asked him, “ Friend, rich 
man, what art thou troubled about?” The 
rich man said, “Friend [1] am in trouble, 
because my goods have become nothing but 
charcoal.” 

On hearing this the friend [of] the rich man 
also thought [to himself]. Knowing that this 
rich man’s goods came so without his deserv- 
ing it, he said, “ Friend, rich man, be not con- 
cerned. I know a certain thing. Do just as 
I say.” And the rich man said “[1] will do 
[so].” — ‘Thou, rich man, in the middle of 
the bazaar, having spread a mat, pile up the 
goods, which are charcoal; and stay, as if sell- 
ing and buying.” The people on seeing that 
pile will speak thus: “ Thou, rich man, the 
many sell waist-cloths, medicines, oil, honey 
[and] treacle.” When they say, “ As for thee, 
why dost thou sell charcoal?” say, “I sell my 
merchandise.” If anybody shall say, “ Why 
dost thou sell much gold [and] silver?” when 
the one speaking of gold [an } silver asketh, 
“Where is the gold [and] silver?” —if he 
bring it to thee, receive with thine hand what 
he giveth. In thine hand it will become gold 
[and] silver. ‘f that person be a woman, let 
[her] marry thy son; and, having made over 
to her the four hundred millions, use what that 
woman may give thee. If that person be a 
man, let him marry thy daughter ; and, having 
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made over to that man the property, use what 
that man may give thee.” 

The rich man, exactly according to what 
his friend had said, having spread a mat in the 
bazaar, piled up his goods, which were char- 
coal, and staid by, as if selling [them]. Some 
people seeing the charcoal said, “ Why dost 
thou sell charcoal?” At that time one who 
merited the possession of the property, a 
young woman, whose name was Kissa Gotami, 
was also somewhat deformed. Her mother 
[and] father were destitute. This Kissa Got- 
ami, having occasion to go to the bazaar, saw 
the pile of goods, and said, “ Sir, rich man, as 
for others, they sell waist-cloths, oil, honey 
[and] treacle. As forthee, why dost thou pile 
up and sell gold [and] silver?” And the rich 
man said, “ Daughter dear, give me the gol 
[and] silver.” And Kissa Gotami scooping 
up a handful put [it] into the hand of the rich 
man. When that which the young woman put 
in reached the hand of the rich man, it became 
gold [and] silver. Then the rich man mar- 
ried the young womau to his son. The four 
hundred millions of property he made over to 
the young woman. The gold [and] silver which 
~ young woman gave, he had to spend every 

ay. 

Once upon a time, Kissa Gotami, being 
great with child, at the expiration of ten lunar 
months gave birth toason. As her son died 
at the age of learning to walk, having love to 
[her] son [thinking to herself}, “I will carry 
in my arms [my] son’s body to one who is 
skilled in medicine,” she carried in her arms 
the body of her son, who had died, to every 
house, and asked, “ Art thou able to restore 
my son by the use of medicine?” Then the 
people seeing [her] said, “ Young woman, art 
thou crazed? Thou carriest about in [thine] 
oe Pe body of [thy] son, who is already 

ead.” 
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At that time a certain man, who was wise, 
seeing, purposed [to himself] thus: ‘This 
Kissa Gotami doth not know the law of death. 
I will be the reliance of this young woman; ” 
and he said, ‘“‘ Young woman, as for me, I am 
not skilled in the use of medicine. I know of 
one who is skilled in the use of medicine.” 
And the young woman said, “If such be the 
case, tell [me].”. That wise man said, “ The 
god can restore [him] by the use of medicine. 
Go to the god.” And Kissa Gotami went to 
the god; and, having made obeisance, asked, 
“Sir, knowest thou a medicine with which to 
restore my son?” And the god made the 
oracular response, “I do know.’ And the 
young woman asked, “‘What medicine wilt 
thou?” He said, “I wish for only a handful 
of mustard-seed.” Fy agreed [to it, say- 
ing], “ Sir, I will furnish [thee with it].” And 
the god spake [saying “Young woman, I 
wish for mustard-seed which is in the house of 
those where there hath been no death of 
daughter or son, or husband, or mother [and] 
father, or slave.” 

And when the young woman, having put 
her son’s dead body upon [her] hips, asked at 
every house [they] would say, “We have 
mustard-seed ; take [some].” When Kissa 
Gotami asked, “ At [your] house, friends, hath 
there not died a son or a husband, or mother, 
father, or slave?” they replied, ‘ Mistress, 
how speakest thou? The living are indeed 
only few. The dead are many.” 

When at other places [she] asked, and they 
replied, As for me, my son is dead ;” or, As 
for me [my] mother [and] father are dead ;” 
or, “As for me [my] slave is dead;” she 
considered [with herself}, What a heavy bur 
den I am undertaking! I am not the only one 
whose son has died. [How true it is], that, 
throughout the country of Savatti, either sons 
or mothers or fathers have died!” Thus 
through fear of the consequences of sin in the 
future state, having obliterated [her] love for 
[her] son, since she formed a firm resolve, after 
having thrown [her] son’s body away in the 
jungle [she] went to the god, and remained in 
the posture of obeisance in the presence of the 
god. 

Then the god put this question: ‘Kissa 
Gotami, hast thou brought just a handful of 
mustard-seed?” [he] asked. And Kissa 
Gotami said, “[I] have not obtained [any]. 
Those dwelling within the village said, ‘They 
who are living are few. As for the dead they 
are many.’” And the god said, “Thou 
thoughtest that only thyson died. As for the 
law of dying, among rational beings there is 
no such thing as being permanent.” At the 
close of his preaching, Kissa Gotami continued 
in a state of ecstacy. 


The Story of Kissa Gotamtz. 
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On a certain day, Kissa Gotami, while em- 
ploying herself with the duties of worship-day, 
at the appearance and disappearance of the 
flashes of the flame of a lamp, reflected, “« How 
one’s being is like the flame of a lamp!” The 
god, while abiding in the odorifirous brick out- 
building [attached to the monastery] sent forth 
rays of divine effulgence. Remaining in the 
presence of that, Kissa Gotami, as if coming 
to preach [he said], Kissa Gotami, all rational 
beings of whatever name, like this flame of a 
lamp, appear only to disappear. Only he who 
arrives at annihilation is at rest. At the close 
of the preaching, Kissa Gotami, with intuitive 
knowledge, attained to the state of a Rahanta. 


The above is taken out of “ Selections from 
the Vernacular Buddhist Literature of Burma, 
by Lieut. T. Latter; Sixty-seventh Regiment 
Bengal Native Infantry.” It was printed at 
the American Baptist Mission Press, Moul- 
mein, in 1850. This is the tenth story of the 
Dammapada. 

If my translation seems too literal and bald, 
turn to Book V. of the “ Light of Asia,” and 
see how a part of this appears there (line 298 
to 375 inclusive). 

Now if this story be looked upon merely in 
the light of a legend, there are undeniably 
some points of beauty about it. But so soon 
as one regards it as forming a part of the 
authoritative Scriptures, the foundation of 
religion, he becomes involved in inextricable 
difficulties. 

Take first the prose account of which I have 
endeavored to give a faithful translation. . Is 
it conceivable, — 

First, That any one not a rajah, in that 
age of the world, could have been possessed 
of four hundred millions? Four hundred 
millions of rupees would have been sufficient 
to load down fifty ships, each capable of 
carrying two thousand tons of dead weight. 

Second, That four hundred millions of prop- 
erty could first be reduced to charred embers, 
and then be turned back to gold and silver in 
the manner described? We are asked to 
believe that such a stupendous result could be 
reached without cause, without the interposi- 
tion of a being clothed with the power and 
authority to work miracles. 

Take next the poetic account given by Ed- 
win Arnold. Is it worthy of credence? 

First, That a woman, old enough to become a 
mother, should know nothing about death ? and 

Second, That Kissa Gotami had not sense 
enough to keep her little son, her only child, 
from playing with a serpent? Any full grown 
mammal, even of the brute creation, would 
have the sagacity to be alarmed upon seeing 
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her offspring attacked bya snake. It appears 
she is described as looking on with uncon- 
cern, while she beheld the — 


Which twined about his wrist, whilst he did laugh, 

And tease the quick forked tongue and opened mouth 

“Of that cold playmate.” 

But observe that in neither the prose 
account nor the poetic is there any recogni- 
tion of a Supreme Being. Buddhism denies 
the existence of a Creator. Hence, as has so 
often been remarked, it furnishes no true 
ground for moral obligation. The great prin- 
ciple of merit and demerit resolves itself into 
this: “ Honesty is the best policy. Do right, 
and thou shalt be rewarded; but if thou doest 
wrong, thou shalt be punished, and there is 
no forgiveness of sins.” 

Again the oft quoted line, — 


“* The grief, which all hearts share, grows less for one,” 


is quite misleading. At first sight the reader 
might think the meaning to be, that, by ex- 
pressing sympathy with others in their sorrows, 
Kissa Gotami obtained consolation for her own 
soul; but it is not that atall. The considera- 
tion presented by a fair and true interpretation 
of the narrative is this: She discovers that 
she is no worse off than all the rest of the 
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human race; so she makes up her mind to 
submit to the inevitable, and then od/iterate 
Jrom her own mind her love for her son. 

Observe, moreover, the way in which Got- 
ami (Gaudama) is represented as proposing to 
assuage the grief of the weeping mother. He 
does not say, “ Dry up thy tears, for it is well 
with the child.” He says, in substance, 
“ Remember that happiness is incomplete un- 
til thou hast attained unto extinction of being.” 

I have not been trying to portray Buddhism 
in the darkest colors possible. I have endeay- 
ored to present dissolving views of a bright 
picture of it painted by a hand famed for its 
skill. This story has been told in the meas- 
ured cadences of beautiful poetry. Yet it is 
impossible to overlook the fact, that the chief 
end of man, which these “ mournful numbers ” 
set forth, is to escape from the turmoil of exis- 
tence by going to wirvana. It is difficult to 
understand how to the narrative of Kissa 
Gotami can be accorded the merit of being 
even “a cunningly devised fable ;” yet this is 
a fair specimen of the miracles of Buddhist 
lore, which certain philosophers profess to 
hold in such high estimation, that they make 
bold to compare them with the miracles con- 
tained in the Christian Scriptures. 


THE FIRST ARAKANESE CHURCH. 


REV. W. 


Upon my return from the Henzada Karen 
Association, where I had the privilege of par- 
ticipating in the dedication of the new and 
elegant school and church edifice named in 
memory of my sainted father, I did not stop 
over at Sandoway to see my family, but has- 
tened on to form two churches, one of which 
is on each of the islands of Ramree and Che- 
duba. The one on the latter is the first church 
ever formed on the island; but, as it is at pres- 
ent composed exclusively of Chins, I prefer to 
draw special attention to the church formed 
last Sunday on Ramree Island. The signifi- 
cant thing about this, the second church 
formed of late years on Ramree Island, is, 
that, it is composed entirely of Burmans and 
Arakanese; and that-it is the first, and so far 
only, church so composed. Three of the 
other churches of our association contain Bur- 
mese and Arakanese members ; the church in 
Ramree Town being just one-half composed of 
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this race, while the church in Sandoway Town 
is composed of so many nationalities that it 
has come to be spoken of as “the polyglot 
church.” The presence of a purely Arakanese 
and Burmese church, such as this at Lay 
Doung in our association, however, marks an 
era in the Sandoway Mission, and makes the 
association no longer a Chin association, but 
rather “ The Arakan Association.” 

Small as is this church of only thirteen mem- 
bers, it has elements of strength, which we 
cannot help. regarding as specially provi- 
dential in this beginning ot Arakanese work. 
While we would not, therefore, call in ques- 
tion the divine plan of choosing “ not many 
mighty, not many noble,” we cannot help ad- 
miring the divine wisdom in the choice of a 
Jew Pauls for special exigencies. Such an 
exigency seems to have been met by the divine 
choice in the selection of the first church 
among the hardened and arrogant Arakanese 
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of some of the most talented and influential 
men in Lay Doung and the surrounding 
country. First and foremost is the Araka- 
nese magistrate of Lay Doung, who, with his 
wife and coterie of prominent men baptized by 
brother Rose on his first visit to Arakan two 
years ago, formed the nucleus of the church. 
These were subsequently joined by another 
equally devout magistrate and his wife from a 
neighboring village, as well as by a still more 
zealous Burmese surveyor and his wife in 
Kyaukpyu. They have been further strength- 
ened, as we trust, by the admission, on expe- 
rience, of two men immersed by the Presby- 
terian Arakanese high official, who subse- 
quently tried his best to induce all the Chris- 
tians on the island to secede to the High 
Church wing of the Anglican Establishment, 
but who, with his priest, met with signal fail- 
ure in this project ; four of their converts hav- 
ing voluntarily joined us, while none of our 
Christians have been moved by their proselyt- 
ing measures. 

Strictly speaking, however, the church at 
Lay Doung is not the first Arkanese church. 
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Long years ago in Kyaukpyu and Ramree 
were the foundations of a pure Christianity 
laid by Hall and Campbell, Comstock and 
Stetson; and it is “into their labors” that 
“we have entered.” Not only were churches 
formed in Kyaukpyu and Ramree Towns, 
the results of whose efforts still live, but the 
older inhabitants of Lay Doung remember 
when there was a preaching station in the very 
village where is now permanently established 
the first Arakanese church of the present in- 
gathering. It was on Ramree Island, at the 
hands of an Arakanese preacher, that the 
first Chins baptized by Dr. Kincaid in Prome 
(one of whom has just fallen asleep in the 
Arakan, to which he had returned to pay his 
spiritual debt), first heard the gospel. How 
fitting, then, that the Chin Mission should in 
turn be instrumental in forming the first Ara- 
kanese church of this generation, and thus add 
one more link to the chain of fulfilment of the 
remarkable prophecy on Comstock’s grave- 
stone in Akyab, — 


** His work still lives; it blossoms from the dust, 
And a glad future holds the fruit in trust!” 


MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


BURMA. 


Rev. W. F. Armstrong. 
Movu.metn, Feb. 21, 1889. 
Tue Lord is graciously moving the hearts of a 
number in our English congregation to accept 


Christ. God has heard the many prayers which 
lately have been offered up for this very blessing. 
He has honored his word and glorified his grace. 
Special interest began to manifest itself in the 
meetings during the week of prayer, though it was 
present in several hearts before that time. Up to 
the present between twenty and thirty have pro- 
fessed faith in Christ, and several others have re- 
quested prayers on their behalf. Miss Bunn is to 


be rejoiced with that so goodly a number — about - 


one-third of all—are from among her pupils in 
the Eurasian Girls’ Home. Sunday before last was 
a very special day in the history of the church in 
this city. Eighteen then put on Christ in baptism. 
Pray for us that the gracious work may deepen 
and widen, and that the Lord’s name may be 
greatly magnified among us. 


The Burman Mission. 
Rev. B. F. Turner. 
Moutmetn, Feb. 21, 1889. 

OnE of the chief features of our jungle work is 
street preaching, which I believe with God’s bless- 
ing will in time prove a great success. We feel 
that more evangelistic work must be done in both 
town and jungle, and the coming year we hope to 
do much more than we have ever done before. 
We must go to the heathen if they will not come 
to us, and try to persuade them to listen to the 
blessed news of salvation. 


Rev. H. H. Tilbe. 
PromgE, Jan. 31, 1889. 

I AM just in from a trip. I have had a grand 
good time. I never before saw the gospel re- 
ceived so eagerly as at two places where we worked, 
—Yeboung where one young man will be bap- 
tized, as soon as his heathen parents think he is 
really in earnest in wanting to follow this new 
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religion, and where many more are seriously con- 
sidering, — Nyoung Myin Suib where I shall return 
in about two or three weeks to baptize three young 
men; and I hope some others, especially the wife 
of one of these, willthen be ready. At both these 
places it was almost impossible to eat and sleep 
for the people wanting to hear, to ask questions, 
and to listen to our singing and praying. It was 
not idle curiosity, we had plenty of that, too, on 
the part of these of whom I write; but areal deep 
interest in the gospel we took to them, which 
most of them had never clearly heard before. 


The Kachin Mission. 
Rev. W. H. Roberts. 
Buamo, Jan. 23, 1889. 

The Chief Commissioner visited our school 
yesterday, and expressed his satisfaction at finding 
the school so advanced. Three of the five bap- 
tized this year were from our school. We give 
from two or three hours a day to the study of the 
Bible and religious books. Prospects never 
brighter. Pray for and help us all you can. 


ASSAM. 
The Assamese Blission. 
Rev. P. H. Moore. 
NowGonG, March 5, 1889. 

Ar the quarterly meeting of the Nowgong 
Baptist Church, held on the 3d and 4th of Jan- 
uary, it was voted to hold a week of meetings the 
latter part of February, and try to gather in to 
them the members of the church who are scat- 
tered about in villages from one to four days’ 
journey distant from the station. Accordingly, 
notices of the proposed meetings were sent to all 
the scattered members, and the week of meetings 
began the 24th of February, with a thanksgiving 
service. 

A programme had been prepared, giving a sub- 
ject for each day of the week, and an appointed 
leader to preach on the subject. Entertainment 
was provided for all who would come up to the 
meetings; and yet out of a scattered membership 
of about forty, only twelve came to attend the 
services of the week. Three men who had long 
been excluded came up, and asked to be restored, 
and nine persons came to ask for baptism; while 
a miscellaneous company, numbering about 
twenty-five, came and attended the meetings, and 
shared the proffered entertainment. ‘“ Confession 
and Penitence” was the theme for Monday, the 
25th of February. This subject proved to be the 
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key-note for allthe meetings of the week. The 
appointed preachers preached on the respective 
subjects announced for the different days of the 
week, but the minds of the people clung to the 
theme of Monday.§ On each day, from half-past 
eight to nine A.M., there was a devotional service, 
which was followed by the sermon on the subject 
announced for the day. At two P.M. the people 
gathered for a general conference on the subject of 
the morning’s sermon ; but “ Confession and Peni- 
tence’ were uppermost in their hearts, and with 
one accord they left the subject of the day, and 
returned to this. It was the work of the Holy 
Spirit, for whose help we had prayed, and whose 
presence was manifestly in many hearts. There 
was such searching of heart and confession of sin 
on the part of members of the church as has not 
been in this church for at least one decade. 
Various idolatrous and other heathen practices, 
licentiousness, drunkenness, using opium, lying, 
quarrelsomeness, etc., were among the sins con- 
fessed. The guilt of hiding such practices in a 
Christian church seemed to be generally felt, even 
by those who had not participated in them. The 
interest culminated Friday evening in a special 
service called for eight P.M., in which about thirty- 
five persons, on their knees, and with their hands 
on the Bible, pledged themselves no longer to 
cover such practices, but each one to confess his 
sins to each other and to the church and to God. 
Nearly all hearts present were tender under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit; and several in tears, 
and many in deep emotion, made confession, and 
took the pledge henceforth to choose the Lord 
Jesus and discard sin. This Service was intended 
for only an hour, but so great was the interest that 
we could not stop the meeting till after ten p.m. 
Saturday was a quiet, peaceful day. In the after- 
noon about a dozen candidates for baptism were 
examined, but only four of them received. The 
others were considered to be honest inquirers, but 
not yet ready for baptism. Sunday, at eight A.M., 
we repaired to the river, and baptized the four 
candidates into the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. The baptized persons, one old 
woman and three young men, represented four 
nationalities. At eleven A.M. the pastor preached 
on “Renewed Consecration,” after which more 
than’forty persons partook of the Lord’s Supper. 
Sunday school occupied from three to four P.M., 
after which, from four to half-past five p.M., was a 
final service filled with expressions of thankfulness 
for the blessings received during the meetings of 
the week, and prayers that the good influences 
might follow all to their various homes. It was a 
week to make the missionaries’ hearts glad, and 
for which they are truly thankful. 
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The Garo Mission. 
Miss S. H. Mason. 


In Camp, DAMARA, Jan. 23, 1889. 

Mr. Mason and I left Tura Christmas day. We 
have been going from village to village, visiting 
schools and churches. Ido not suppose my assis- 
tance has been very great ; but what little I have 
been able to do has given me great joy. In each 
Christian village I have tried to organize a 
woman’s weekly prayer meeting. Nearly all were 
very glad of the suggestion and all promised to 
try, though some with little hope. Girls are begin- 
ning to read in the village schools and doing well. 
My hopes are not small as I am about to enter on 
another school year’s work. 


The Haga Mission. 
Mrs. E. W. Clark. 
Mo vung, Feb. 1, 1889. 

A Telegram from the governor general in 
Calcutta has been received by the chief magis- 
trate at Kohima, Naga Hills, to “‘ administer in the 
Ao tribe,” hence the Union Jack will doubtless 
soon wave over our parish, my husband will no 
longer be king of the Aos, and we shall all be as 
the Nagas say, “Common people, subject people,” 
paying our annual salaams to the Empress of India 
in so many rupees, as our missionary brethren 
have already been doing. We are even now con- 
sidering the best possible location for the mission- 
ary family; it is the man and the woman we 
want, who shall share with us the privilege of 
tilling this broadening field for the Master. The 
whitening harvests are calling for the reapers, while 
beyond and still beyond, fields rich with promise 
where there has been no Christian jooming, no 
subjugation of jungle, are beckoning the toilers. 
I often wonder how many names, and how many 
of them young men, are registered for places 
at the ministerial bureaus. Would that these 
could but lift theireyes,and behold the opportu- 
nities to carry the Light of life into the dark 
corners of the Master’s vineyard. 

The English Military punitive expedition is 
now on the border of our territory, meting out 
deserts for violation of the new peace orders, and 
especially to punish villages of the tribe next back 
of us, which connived last year in destroying two 
of our villages, carrying women and children into 
slavery, and taking upwards of two hundred heads. 
An English officer of the party writes us in sub- 
stance as follows : — 


“Of course we found the paths everywhere 
panjied, panjies all about the villages, and the 
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bow and arrow trap set. One trap sent off its 
poisoned arrows passing just between two of the 
military officials. The panjies are sharp bamboo 
spikes stuck in the ground and concealed by a 
little loose earth, dried leaves or rubbish, directly 
in the path or just at the side of it. They are 
sometimes poisoned; in either case the wound 
caused by them is serious, and not infrequently 
fatal. One village located ona high, rugged moun- 
tain peak, its path extending along the hillside, was 
defended by huge bowlders tied by rattans a little 
above the path, ready to be cut and the rocks 
hurled down upon the foreign invaders as they 
should be seen approaching. The plot being 
suspected was evaded by coming in above.” 

“At another village” writes this same officer, 
“where no particular resistance was anticipated, 
the Nagas were found strongly intrenched behind 
a long, thick wall of earth and stones, and at two 
hundred yards a shower of arrows were let fly at 
us, and we began with a volley. We were surprised 
to find the Nagas would not bolt, some must be 
killed.” 


In some instances where stout resistance from 
the Nagas was expected they were frightened and 
demoralized at the sight of the sepoys, and fled 
burning their own villages. One sepoy on going 
to the spring for water had his head and hands cut 
off by a Naga, another received a spear in his leg, 
but there has not been much loss of life on either 
side as yet. Out of the eleven villages visited up 
to the present time, nine of them are left in ashes, 
the most of them burned by their own people, a /a 
Moscow. These English military “promenades ” 
keep the people in a state of ferment, and they are 
more anxious to discuss their political prospects 
than to consider their souls’ interest. However, 
the end of their wars is near, the spears are being 
beaten into pruning hooks, and we are looking for- 
ward to a reign of peace, and large ingatherings 
into the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 


The Telugu Mission. 


Rev. E. Chute. 
Feb. 2, 1889. 
Feb. 4, Sunday, I baptized five believers who 
came from villages from fifty to seventy miles 
distant. 
Rev. Wm. Powell. 
NuRSARAVAPETTA, Feb. 14. 1889. 
DurING December and January three hundred 
and seventy-five souls were added to our number. 
The work is still prosperous, and the outlook for 
the future is bright. 


“WHERE there is any work with Christ 
there will always be war with sin.” 
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Mr. J. Newcomb. 
Cumsum, Feb. 15, 1889. 

I HAVE just spent nineteen Gays on the field, 
and am greatly encouraged with the spiritual con- 
dition of the places visited. There were seventy- 
one baptisms and many placed under instruction. 
This is a fair start, but I think that at the end of 
the year I will be able to send a cheering report. 
(MARK ii. 22.) 


Rev. D. Downie, D.D. 
ALLOoor, March 1, 1889. 

The Alloor Church was organized on the 2oth 
of October, 1872, under the leadership of Mr. Bul- 
lard, with a membership of forty-four. There was 
a gradual increase till 1876 when Mr. Bullard left 
the field. The number then reached was one hun- 
dred. Since then the field has been worked as an 
out-station of Nellore. But this has not been very 
satisfactory. Having once had a missionary of 
their own, the people have never been quite satis- 
fied with the occasional visits of the Nellore mis- 
sionary, especially as they have necessarily been 
irregular and with long intervals between. It is 
therefore with pleasure that we see that one of the 
nine new men is to be stationed at Alloor. 

An Illustrated Lecture.— We have been 
here a week, and already things begin to brighten 
up. A large crowd gathered in the village the 
other evening to see the Bible views by means of 
the magic lantern. The magistrate of the town 
and the registrar of the district were present and 
took seats on the platform. The pictures were 
chiefly illustrative of the life of Christ, and afforded 
Subbiah, our preacher, a fine opportunity of ex- 
plaining and pressing home the prominent doc- 
trines of the gospel. The service lasted an hour 
and a half, and was said to be highly appreciated. 
Three converts were baptized on Sunday, after 
which thirty-four sat down to the Lord’s Supper. 
On Monday subscriptions amounting to sixty-six 
rupees were secured towards the erection of a 
small building in the village for school and chapel. 
This is needed, owing to the long distance between 
the village and the mission compound. 

Directly opposite the Alloor compound is a 
field, which in Mr. Bullard’s time was used as a 
burying and burning ground. The fumes from the 
burning of dead bodies frequently filled the chapel 
where Mr. Bullard lived as well as worshipped. 
This was not pleasant, and tried Mr. Bullard’s 
patience to its utmost limit, and I think once or 
twice just a little beyond. Some years ago I made 
a contract with the villagers, through the govern- 
ment authorities, to relinquish that field as a burn- 
ing ground for another, on condition that I should 
sink a well as good as the one then in use, and pay 
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something to the owner of the new site. The old 
site has on it a pond, and was to be left for grazing 
and watering cattle. Later, I applied to gover- 
ment to give me this piece of land for cultivation, 
and after two years I have at last succeeded in 
securing it; and to-day there are five acres of fine 
paddy growing on the field that used to be strewn 
with dead men’s bones. Two years hence, I ex- 
pect to hand this over to the Alloor church free of 
debt as an “Enam” for the support of the 
pastor. 

A Friend handed me fifty rupees the other day, 
on condition that I would clear up the Alloor 
compound and plant some trees. There used to 
be a famous garden here, and I have devoted this 
fifty rupees towards restoring it. A portion has 
been enclosed with a wall, and fifty-eight cocoanut- 
trees planted as a beginning. Ten years hence 
these trees will be worth three hundred rupees. 


Rev. J. E. Clough, D.D. 
ONGOLE, Jan. 29, 1889. 

I RETURNED to Ongole from the Quarterly 
Meeting at Vinukonda held on the 19-22 inst., to 
be present at the opening of the high school on 
the 25th. But my tent is at Darisi, a town about 
forty miles from Ongole waiting for me, and I 
expect to go to it now in two or three days. 

The Meetings at Vinukonda were very pleasant 
to the end. Mr. Kiernan, and preachers, and 
teachers were all glad to see me with them, evi- 
dently, and I was glad to see them. About four 
hundred were present at the services on Sunday. 
A large amount of work, including cases of discip- 
line, quarrels, and snarls had to be attended to; 
but, by God’s blessing, and the aid of a committee 
of seven of the wisest and most judicious brethren, 
these were disposed of in a satisfactory manner, 
and with comparative speed, and to the general 
satisfaction of all concerned. Mr. Kiernan and 
the native brethren felt much encouraged, and I 
left them all feeling happy and strong in the Lord, 
and determined not only to hold the ground 
already gained, but also, with God’s blessing, 
to win many from the ranks of Hinduism to 
Jesus. 

The Old Priest of whom I wrote a few days 
ago, on the 12th, gave a clear and ringing experi- 
ence, and he and others to the number of forty-two 
were baptized during the meetings. On the 22d, 
after the quarterly meetings were over, and all 
had left, —as it 'is Hindu custom not to leave 
after a visit or call till sent away, — to go to their 
fields of labor, to come again, D.V., April 20, 
for the next quarterly meeting; and I had gone 
to my room, very tired, an incident happened which 
gave me no little pleasure. 
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A Lay Brother about fifty years of age, from a 
village some ten miles from Vinukonda, came to 
my door, and said he was going home now, but he 
wanted to ask me a question, and then he would 
go to his village a happy man. I told him to 
please make known his request, and he spoke as 
follows: “I was baptized by you about twelve 
years ago, before the famine. I am a poor man 
and have to work hard to support my family, and 
I have not had much time to learn, and cannot 
often attend quarterly meetings; but I heard you 
were coming to this meeting, and I wanted to see 
you again and to talk with you. I came here four 
days ago, but all this time I could not get a chance 
to say any thing more than salaams to you, you 
were so busy and such a crowd was about you all 
the time. Seeing you even so much, and hearing 
your sermon on Sunday, and other talks to us, 
have done me good, but I don’t feel quite satisfied 
yet. During all the years I have been a Christian 
I have been happy. I feel that God, the Holy 
Spirit, has dwelt within me. I feel this constantly, 
but what I wanted, and which I have waited all 
this time to ask you, is this, After I get to 
Heaven shall I see Jesus face to face, as I now see 
you, or shall I only see him as I now do by feel- 
ing his presence with me?” I told the dear 
brother I fully believed, if he was faithful to the 
end, that he would see Jesus even more plainly 
than he then saw me, and that this great privilege 
he would no doubt enjoy daily in that happy land, 
throughout eternity, and that he could depend on 
this as true. When I had finished speaking he 
said, “That is just what I wanted to know, and 
none of the preachers could tell me. It makes me 
very happy, although I would have been satisfied 
had you told me that I would always have to 
discern Jesus spiritually as I nowdo. But I am 
more than pleased, and as it is most dark, and I 
have ten miles to go, if you will give me permis- 
sion, I will go.” Then making his best salaam 
with a smiling face he went, and my weariness 
had also gone. 

Laborers wanted.—I came away from Vin- 
ukonda feeling on the whole much encouraged. 
God is with brother Kiernan and the mission as- 
sistants and people at this time, in a peculiar 
manner. Only two things look discouraging to 
me; that the Christians do not take the interest 
in the education of their children that they ought, 
and that the Lord has not, as yet, raised up many 
laborers from the Vinukonda field itself to work 
for him. Most of the preachers and village 
teachers are from the Ongole mission field. This 
last is also true of the Nursaravapetta station. 
But I trust that Brother Powell and Brother Kier- 
nan, also, will soon find a lot of young men, 
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regular diamonds in the rough, ordained of God 
to be workers for him, and dig them out, and 
show them their duty, and have them polished. 


Rev. J. F. Burditt. 
Upayaairt, March 5, 1889. 

On a Tour.—We have had some very inter- 
enting experiences ; and every hour of the day has 
been occupied either in preaching in the villages, 
or talking with visitors who have come to the tent, 
so that at times I could hardly get liberty for 
meals. We passed over some very rough country 
to villages among the hills in the extreme north- 
west of my field, where they could remember the 
visit of but one white man, a government official, 
who came there some sixteen years ago. Our 
preachers had, however, been up that way; and 
since I have viewed the land, and made note of 
the best tracks, water-wells, camping-places, etc., 
and seen the interest of the people, it will be a 
pleasure to revisit that part as soon as duty to other 
sections gives opportunity. 

The Munsiff, i.e., the chief village official, and 
several of the Sudra cultivators with their women 
folks, finely dressed and bejewelled, came to my 
tent, and had long talks on religion. They seem 
less bound by caste and Brahmanism than in most 
rural places, and very kindly disposed. They 
brought me milk, etc., gave our preachers food, 
and many of them attended our evangelistic ser- 


vice in the palem of the poor, despised Madagas. ° 


The last evening there my tent was crowded to 
overflowing with all classes, who listened atten- 
tively to some of the leading topics of Biblical 
history illustrated by the magic lantern. I use 
this occasionally, and find it very useful both to 
interest them, and impress the leading ideas on 
the mind; but I have had the tent quite as full 
several times to listen to the simple preaching of 
the Word. 

In Guntepalle a most gracious work seems to 
have begun. During the four days we were there 
the interest of the people gave us no rest from 
teaching and preaching, and seven men and twelve 
women were baptized on a good profession. The 
husbands of some of these women were baptized 
some years ago, but being devoid of Christian in- 
struction had lived rather carelessly. Now all 

“have returned, with a new purpose to love and 
serve God; and at their earnest request I have 
been constrained to leave with them our young 
preacher, G. Augustine, to instruct them, at least 
till they become more firmly established. They 
have begun aright by contributing something to 
his support ; and if all goes well, and they guaran- 
tee a fair proportion of his living, we may in six 

months’ time form a church, and settle him a 
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their pastor, and as evangelist to the heathen vil- 
lages round about. He will also on Sundays 
preach to our Christians at Sunkrapoorum, which 
is not far distant, and where they are now showing 
a commendable Christian walk. For some time 
they had seemingly lost interest, and allowed their 
schoolhouse to fall into decay ; but last year they 
were persuaded to shake off their lethargy. They 
have, with some little aid, got a nice, new, sub- 
stantial house, and have commenced to witness to 
their neighbors, as well as meet for the regular 
worship of God themselves. 

The awakening in the neighboring village is 
no doubt due in part to this reformation at Sunk- 
rapoorum ; and as the stumbling-blocks disappear, 
and apparently dead boughs bud again, we look 
for greater things than these. It was a great 
pleasure to me two Sundays ago to preach to a 
nice Christian congregation gathered in their own 
schoolhouse in a village where but a year before 
they had no house, and apparently no desire for 
worship. But they are only children in moral and 
religious stature; and we must not, cannot, leave 
them to stand alone for a long time to come, or 
they will fall away. Let them walk alone all they 
can, but they will only be encouraged to do so 
for the present by seeing a kind hand to grasp a 
little ahead of them. 

Self-Support.—I used to argue that these 
people could support Christian worship just as 
they used to do their heathenism, but I have learned 
since that villages were only driven to give a bare 
pittance to a heathen Guru after being scared half 
out of their wits by the most dreadful imprecations 
and curses. God forbid that our Christian preach- 
ers should have to keep from starving by such a 
method, and God forbid that our Christians should 
be as neglectful of true religion as they were of 
heathenish rites, when one Guru sufficed perhaps 
for a hundred villages. If our people were not all 
from the very poorest of the poor, it would be dif- 
erent; but in one and another of our Christian 
villages now, members of our churches are without 
sufficient food to eat during the present scarcity. 
They will work all day, some of them, and eat one 
meal at evening only, and that a scanty one; so 
that while we do all we can for self-support, and I 
believe the people do and will give according to 


their ability, I feel sure of this: that, if just at— 


present a rule is to be laid down that no American 
money is to be expended on the edification of 
these poverty-stricken Christians, but only on the 
evangelization of the heathen, it is practically use- 
less to make converts. 


Two kingdoms divide this world, Imman- 
uel’s and Satan’s. — Dr. C. S. ROBINSON. 
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CHINA. 
Che Gastern China Mission. 
S. P. Barchet, M.D. 


NinGpo, Jan. 22, 188g. 

Progress.— What makes me more hopeful is 
the spread of truth among the masses of the peo- 
ple, which in time will surely effect mighty changes ; 
changes which may, however, be so gradual that 
the people themselves shall hardly be aware of the 
transformation. When I first came to China, the 
people spoke freely about Nyin-wong-da-wong (the 
ruler of the under-world); they now speak much 
more frequently about the “God of heaven,” or 
the “true God,” — terms introduced by mission- 
aries. Again, the natives in and around Ningpo 
are getting quite accustomed to using the days of 
the week. Before the coming of the missionaries 
they reckoned time by the day of the moon. In 
this way Sunday is generally known, and will no 
doubt in time become a national institution. The 
name of Jesus is only too frequently and irrever- 
ently made use of by the natives; but we have 
reason to rejoice that many are getting to know 
that he is God, who came down to save mankind. 
The seed is being sown, and we have God’s prom- 
ise that his word shall not return void. When 
his mighty spirit moves among the dry bones, we 
shall see greater things than we asked for. 


Rev. L. A. Gould, 
Nincpo, Feb. 6, 1889. 

My Life and work here I am enjoying very 
much. It is very absorbing. The time in the 
mornings —not to say afternoons — that, in the 
home pastorate, you would spend in the study of 
the Word, you must spend here in the acquisition 
of a new tongue. What others have done you 
may hope to do. The language can be learned, if 
one learns it as a little child learns it, —learning 
the elements first, and putting them into immediate 
practice. My associates here are very congenial. 
Mr. Goddard is wise and firm, and strong in his 
administration of the affairs of the mission. He 
has the respect of the people and of the mission- 
aries of other denominations. 

Ningpo seems a little smaller than I had 
imagined it. Four hundred thousand people 
seems a very large number, conceived at the dis- 
tance of several thousand miles. They must 
spread out over an immense space. When one 
finds that he can walk from one side of the city to 
its opposite in three-quarters of an hour or an 
hour, he thinks the city is not large. A city, how- 
ever, three-quarters of an hour long, if I may so 
speak, on each of its sides, is ‘no mean city.” 
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There are easily two hundred houses in a row and 
five hundred rows, as the official census gives one 
hundred thousand families for the population of 
the city within the wal!s. Counting three persons 
to a family, —a small estimate for China, — we 
have three hundred thousand souls within the 
walls, and there are many without in the suburbs. 
Ningpo is larger in its population than Providence, 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, New Orleans, and San 
Francisco, and nearly as large as Baltimore and 
St. Louis. 

The School Work seems to be a helpful ad- 
junct to the church work. I fail as yet to see 
that it interferes with the general duties of the 
missionary, while it furnishes needed Christian 
training for the children of the church members, 
and such other children as may choose to attend. 
Some of the best, if not the best of the church 
members and preachers, have passed through the 
schools. 

The Medical Work is likewise a most import- 
ant adjunct. It is difficult to see why it has not re- 
ceived more hearty support from the denomination. 
The Master stated that his disciples should become 
“fishers of men.” If there is any more legitimate 
fishing, or any more legitimate bait, than the gath- 
ering of the people for medical treatment, and 
preaching to them daily while they are thus 
gathered, I should like to know what it is. You 
have an audience all day long on hospital days, 
and may add to the natural gratitude that follows 
physical relief, the deeper gratitude that comes 
from knoweledge of spiritual truth. You may 
reach people from towns and villages scores of 
miles away, where there is no preacher. 


The Southern China Mission. 
Rev. S. B. Partridge. 
SwatTow, Jan. 30, 1889. 
WE enter upon the new year, encouraged to 
hope that our working force will be materially 


increased before its close. We rejoice in the indi- 
cations of increased interest in China and Japan, 
which our home papers furnish, and I am trying 
to_believe that at last the Baptists of the United 
States, are beginning to realize the importance and 
the necessity of occupying these great Empires. 


JAPAN. 


Rev. A. A. Bennett. 
Yoxouama, Feb. 5, 1889. 
The Work as a whole is very encouraging. 
There are many places where the Spirit of God 
seems manifestly working. On the other hand 
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there have occurred of late many sad and humil- 
iating things which have threatened not only the 
sundering of friendships, but the disruption of 
churches. I think the crisis is past, and that a 
brighter day is dawning, but I wish more than I 
can tell, that it were possible to show the dear 
Christian brethren and sisters at home how much 
we need their prayers, without making them heart- 
sick with the sad tale of our discouragements and 
disappointments. We are intensely in need of 
more workcrs, — faithful, Christlike workers, — 
and one could scarcely plead too earnestly for 
them; but ten times more do we now need the 
enkindling and refining influences of God’s Holy 
Spirit for the work and workers that we already 
have. If God help us not, vain is all the help of 
man 


FINLAND. 


Rev. E. Jansson. 
Wasa, Petaax, March 6, 1889. 

THE Lord is blessing us greatly this winter. As 
far as man can see and tell, one hundred and eighty 
have been brought to the feet of Jesus since Jan. 
1, round here, and over one hundred and twenty 
have been baptized,— the highest number bap- 
tized within two months in this country. This 
country has never been so wide open for the gospel 
as at this time. Now is the hour of harvest come 
for this country. I expect that the Lord will do 
great things in this country, which has been left to 
the last. Last Sunday, March 3, I had the joy of 
baptizing seven here at home again, and more will 
follow the same way shortly. May God bless all 
your missions abroad. 


GREECE. 


Rev. G. C. Tsaras. 
ATHENS, March, 25, 1889. 

INSTEAD of going to Roumania, I found myself 
in Athens. I reached Athens on the 27th of last 
January ; and, under my present circumstances, I 
was thinking which might have been the best 
possible way of doing something for our Master 
and this people. Nothing seemed to me more 
profitable than preaching in the open air, if possi- 
ble. That idea expressed to some of the brethren, 
they opposed it as unsuccessful and unprofitable 
to the general evangelical work here, because the 
people would ridicule and oppose that kind of 
preaching. But four weeks ago, when the bright 
spring Grecian days began to shine, I decided, 
with God’s help, to try the open-air preaching. I 


‘took as my subject, “The Kingdom of God” 
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(Matt. vi. 33), and selected the square of the uni- 
‘ versity as the place of my preaching. There I 
delivered my first sermon at ten o’clock Sunday 
morning before more than three hundred persons. 
At the end of the sermon many congratulated me. 
That was a very good beginning. I preached the 
second and third Sundays at the same place and 
time; and the people, with all their prejudices 
against us, went away very well satisfied. Last 
Sunday I did not preach, because it was rainy. 
And so I hope to continue preaching at the same 
place every Sunday. And, if I can judge from 
the results of my previous three sermons in the 
open air, I expect and we expect to have a great 
blessing in the future. 
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The preaching in the open air is very good and 
profitable in one way, but for worship and the dif- 
ferent kinds of Christian teaching I want to have 
a hall. I hope and pray that our heavenly Father 
may provide such a one in some way. 


A WEALTHY gentleman, who had given 
£4,000 to build a church for a poor congrega- 
tion, lost his fortune in after years. An ac- 
quaintance said to him one day, “If you had 
the money you gave to-——— Church, it would 
set you up in business.” —“ Sir,” was the reply, 
“that is the only money I have saved, and it 
yields me a rich and unfailing interest.” 


MISSIONARY OUTLOOK. 


CHRISTIANITY IS MISSIONARY from first 
to last. It had its origin in a mission, 
and what a mission! The only begotten of 
God’s eternal purposes, — creation itself but 
the opening up for it of highways, — who may 
be strong enough to apprehend its breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know the 
love of its Sent One, its first and ever living 
missionary? The breadth of this mission is 
as broad as humanity. From the apex of the 
glory that was with the Father before the 
world was, “down the long staircase of incar- 
nation; yea, down below all necessity, sorrow, 
suffering, and sin; down beneath the under- 
most and most abject of hell’s purchased vic- 
tims,” is the measureless depth to which it 
descends to seek and to save. 
the unmeasurable ascent from the abyss of 
sin and death to the eternal glory where 
Christ is seated on the right hand of God. 
Surely, as Livingstone once remarked, “ The 
spirit of missions is the spirit of our Master. 
A diffusive philanthropy is Christianity itself. 
It requires perpetual propagation to assert its 
genuineness.” Rev. W. E. WITTER of 
Assam. 


THE NATIONS of the world which at the 
present time stand at the head of all others 
and are most advanced in civilization are 
nations whose inhabitants, speaking generally, 
profess the Christian faith. History plainly 
shows that amid the various forces which 
combined to build up modern civilization, 


Christianity has been one of the most power-- 


Its height is . 


ful; and it has been under Christianity that 
nations such as England have risen from the. 
lowest to the highest position in the scale of 
national greatness. It is therefore only an 
acknowledged truism to assert that Christian- 
ity has proved itself to be wonderfully calcu- 
lated to promote social progress and national 
development. ‘This being the case, is it nota 
highly probable inference that to introduce 
Christianity into any heathen country is to 
confer upon it a great national blessing ?— 
From “Ave Foreign Missions doing any 
Good?” 


GOD’S TENTH. — Christ’s coming has not 
changed the principle of the old dispensation 
with regard to giving, but in the New Testa- 
ment there is this new obligation: “« That upon 
the first day of the week, let every one of you 
lay by him in store as God hath prospered 
him.” This injunction is not for a yearly, nor 
even a monthly, gift; but a weekly. Under 
the old dispensation, the tenth was not all that 
was required of the Jews. The first tenth was 
for the support of the priesthood, but the head 
of every Jewish family had to pay a second 
tenth for the feasts; once in three years a 
tenth for the poor; and, in addition, there 
were trespass-offerings, and long and expensive 
journeys to the temple. The tenth is the very 
smallest amount laid upon us as obligatory, 
and I would emphasize it, that it should a// 
be given for the support of the gospel; after 
that there will be abundance of opportunities 
to bestow gifts on individuals. I want to be 
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sure that the dear Lord, who has done so 
much for me, gets a// he demands for the up- 
building of his kingdom. lf | err in my giv- 
ing, | want it to be with what the Lord has 
given me to use, but for which, nevertheless, 
as his stewardess, I must render a strict ac- 
count; for all that I have is his, all that I 
hope to have must come from him, and I con- 
secrate it all to his work. — Mrs. J. REAMER, 
in the Woman's Missionary Record. 


SYSTEMATIC GIVING. — Here is one il- 
lustration, from the thousands which might be 
given, of the blessings in this life which follow 
giving “as the Lord hath prospered : ” — 


“A friend of the writer’s commenced married 
life on £180 a year. He then gave one-tenth. 
His income rose in two years to £220, when he 
and his wife argued thus: ‘If when we had 
£180 we could give one-tenth, and live on £162, 
we ought ow to give on a higher scale ;’ so an 
eighth of £220 was set aside. When the income 
rose to a higher figure, one-sixth was given; and 
now, having ‘honored the Lord with his sub- 
stance,’ the promise has been fulfilled. His pres- 
ent income is, probably, from £800 to £1,000 per 
annum, and one-quarter is now devoted to chari- 
table and religious objects. 

“ Systematic giving will be easy in its operation, 
and blessed in its results, in proportion as we can 
regard it in the light which will be thrown upon it 
in eternity, and can carry into it the sense of not 
being simply a duty which we are bound to dis- 


charge, but a privilege which it is our happy lot to 
enjoy.” 


SELF-SUPPORT. — Is the pecuniary idea 
the chief one in self-support? Can self-support 
apply only to rich churches, or churches with 
money enough to support a pastor? No, there 
are other things as essential and more impor- 
tant than pecuniary self-support that demand 
attention. The question before us is not how 
much money an Assamese, Kohl, or Naga 


Christian can give, or be induced to give; it. 


is not how many churches support, or can be 
induced to support, a pastor. The question is 
How far the Assamese, Kohls, and Nagas and 
Garos can be left to carry on their own work 
independently of a missionary? When we 
can leave Assam, and trust the native Chris- 
tians to carry onthe work of Christ’s Church 
themselves, then, and not till then, will there 
be perfect self-support.— Rev. A. K. Gur- 
NEY, Sibsagor, Assam. 


TOO LITTLE EFFORT.—‘“I have stood 
in Benares, with its five thousand shrines; I 
have seen the masses going in and out of 
some of the principle temples in Benares, mad 
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upon their idols, in and out, in and out of 
those temples, to make offerings to the gods, 
just as if it was some great feast day; yet it 
was so every day in the year. And I have 
stood in Madura city, where there is the 
largest temple, covering the greatest area, in 
the whole of India; and I have thought, as I 
have seen the masses of people, that the force 
that we have in our Madura Mission, and in 
the whole of India, is like a little child digging 
with its little wooden spade, as they do in so 
many of these seaports, a small hole on the 
beach, and then, with a little cup, trying to 
empty the water of the Atlantic into that hole. 
I tell you, you do not begin to realize what 
heathenism is, or the work which rests upon 
the churches of America. No church will 
live whose pastor does not take an interest in 
foreign missions. There is no other work 
that can do so much good, that can so build 
up a church, and lead you to take an interest 
not only in foreign missions, but in home 
missions and in the work of your own town.” 
— REv. EDWARD CHESTER, M.D. 


CENTRAL AFRICA. — Dr. Wm. R. Sum- 
mers, who died at Luluaburg, in the Congo 
Free State, wrote as follows to Dr. Sims re- 
garding the people among whom he found 
himself in that remote station : — 


“Of the journey I will say nothing, but that it 
was full of interest, and that the road is perfectly 
open; but being a white man, [ had to pay “right 
of way” to the principal chiefs, who, by the way, 
are anxious for white men to live with them. We 
arrived here in a hundred marches, the marches 
averaging six hours. Here my heart was over- 
whelmed at the reception I everywhere got from 
the Bashilange. Every hill dotted with large and 
beautiful villages ; the country teeming with people 
who have abandoned fetishism, and are waiting for 
what the white men can bring them; all anxious 
to learn, intelligent, have now some idea of God, 
want to know about every thing, faces always 
smiling, and every one polite. Go anywhere over 
the country, and great villages encounter the eye. 
The population is enormous, and is marvellously 
thick. Truly, ‘the harvest is great, but the 
laborers are few.’ Few! one only, and that one 
worth almost nothing. ” 


A cuRI0US illustration of the noble traits of 
Chinese character, and the tenacity with which 
they hold to their ancestral religions and cus- 
toms, is seen in Chinan-fu, where the wealthy 
gentry are feeding daily forty or fifty thou- 
sand people who have lost their property by 
the overflow of the Yellow River. Yet these 
same generous men have instigated a mob to 
beat a missionary and destroy his house ! 
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MISSIONARY NEWS. 


GENERAL. — The London Missionary Soci- 
ety has reached a point where it must have an addi- 
tion of seventy-five thousand dollars to the annual 
income, or must withdraw from some of the fields in 
which it is now working. This stringency is caused 
by the large increase of special funds. Although 
the income of the society is as large as formerly, a 
considerable proportion is given for special objects, 
so that the income available for general purposes 
is much diminished. The society has resolved to 
encourage offers of service from men who have not 
had a collegiate or theological training, and who 
will go out to the missions as lay-workers. 
One-fifth of the population of the United States 
pays nine hundred million dollars for intoxicating 
liquors, and the same number of professing Chris- 
tians give five million five hundred thousand for 
sending the gospel to the heathen. 

EUROPE. — Germany. — One-third of the 
German people are Roman Catholics, and two- 
thirds Protestants. The emperor has forbidden 
horse-racing on Sunday, and given orders that the 
soldiers in the army shall always have an oppor- 
tunity for attending divine service on Sunday. 
France. — There appears to be a growing evan- 
gelical spirit in the Protestant churches of France. 
In the recent elections for directors in the Re- 
formed and Lutheran Churches, evangelical men 
have generally been chosen. : 

INDIA. — In addition to the number of con- 
verts which are reported, and the considerable 
number of secret disciples among the men, it is 
believed that there are thousands of women in the 
zenanas of India who are Christians. They are 
unable to declare their faith, but the influence of 
their Christian lives will be powerfully felt in their 
homes. 

CHINA. — An artist who visited China and 
Japan to study their architecture said, “ When 
China moves it will move the world.” The 
Chinese Government is feeding large numbers of 
the sufferers from famine. Thousands more are 
helped by private beneficence, and many thousands 
of dollars are being distributed through foreign 
agencies ; yet the suffering is so extensive that 
thousands are starving to death.——- The young 
Chinese emperor assumed full control of the gov- 
ernment on March 4. It is reported that the 
breach in the Yellow River is closed. 

JAPAN.— The Buddhists have established a 
missionary magazine in Kyoto. It is published 
in English, and its object is to recommend Budd- 
hism to all the world for adoption in the place of 
Christianity. The new constitution of Japan 
establishes religious liberty. At its promulgation 
the empress rode in the state carriage by the side 
of the emperor for the first time in the history of 
Japan. 

AFRICA. —Eastern.—The death of Mr. 
Arthur Brooks, who was murdered by the natives 
Jan. 21, while on his way to the coast to return to 
England, makes the e/eventh martyr in the Eastern 


African Missions of the London Missionary So- 
ciety. “The Chronicle” says, “ The fact is, the 
East African situation has, during the last five 
years, undergone a complete change, in conse- 
quence of German aggression; and slowly, but 
surely, Great Britain is discovering that friendship 
with Germany is a costly article, and that German 
colonization schemes are inimical to British com- 
merce and British missions alike.” Western. 
— Forty-five converts from heathenism were re- 
ceived in the Episcopal Church at Cape Palmas 
in the month of December, 1888. An agent of 
the Congo Free State has visited Liberia, and 
arranged for twelve families of those who were 
taken from the Congo country by slavers, but 
captured and settled in Liberia, to return to che 
Congo, in order to set before the natives there 
an example of industry and civilization. Six fam- 
ilies are already settled near Boma. They are 
nearly all Baptists. 

ISLANDS OF THE SEA. — The Christians 
on Niue, one of the Pacific Islands, give $2,612.14 
as their contribution to the London Missionary 
Society. —— On the Samoan Islands there are 
3714 members of Christian churches. 

SOUTH AMERICA.—The Congress of 
Chili has failed to pass the Constitutional Reform 
Bill, which would have disestablished the Roman 
Catholic Church ; but has granted a charter to the 
Presbyterian Mission, which gives the right of 
worship and to hold property. 


Dr. PIERSON, one of the editors of ‘ The 
Missionary Review,” has been reported in “ The 
National Baptist” as saying, “I believe that 
all the time then and women are going up to 
heaven from heathen lands, who never heard 


of Christ.” Such a hope would afford as 
grateful exhilaration to old missionaries, whose 
work is almost done, as to Dr. Pierson, —if it 
can be shown to rest upon a solid foundation. 
“Take the case of Cornelius,” says Dr. Pier- 
son. ‘He was a heathen; he had not heard 
of Christ; and yet his prayers and his alms 
came up before God. Do you believe that 
Cornelius would have been lost if he had died 
before he saw Peter?” I want to say, first, I 
have been face to face with the races of Burma 
for thirty-five years, and have not yet found a 
Cornelius, nor have I met or heard of a mis- 
sionary who has found a Cornelius among any 
of the heathen races of Asia. It is true that 
I have found some, to my great joy, who 
somewhat resembled Cornelius; but it was 
soon found in every case that the person had 
read and pondered a Christian tract, or a por- 
tion of God’s word. — A. T. Rose, D.D., Ran- 
goon, Burma. From “ The News.” 


Acid Phosphate. 


[LiquD. } 


A preparation of the phosphates of lime, 
magnesia, potash, and iron, with phosphoric 
acid, in such form as to be readily assimi- 
lated by the system. 

Prepared according to the directions of 
Professor E. N. Horsford of Cambridge, 
Mass. 


For Dyspepsia, 
Mental and Physical Exhaustion, 

Nervousness, 
Weakened Energy, Indigestion, etc. 


Universally recommended and prescribed 
by physicians of all schools. 

Its action will harmonize with such stim- 
ulants as are necessary to take. 

It is the best tonic known, furnishing 
sustenance to both brain and body. 

It makes a delicious drink with water 
and sugar only. 


Invigorating, "Strengthening, 
Healthful, Refreshing. 


Prices reasonable. Pamphlet giving fur- 
ther particulars mailed free. Manufactured 
by the 


Rumford Chemical Works, 


PROVIDENCE, RI. 


Beware of Imitations. 


Be sure the word “ Horsford’s” is printed 
on the label. All others are spurious. 
Never sold in bulk. 


Pecorations 


MONUMENTS. 

Special designs submitted for work in granite, ophite, and 
marble, with carved details, or bronze panels and portrait 
reliefs. Simple or elaborate treatments, as may be desired. 
Send for illustrated circular showing work already executed; 
also for special designs and estimates. 


J. & R. LAMB, 59 Carmine Street, New York. 


THOMAS TODD, 


BOOK; JOB; AND CARD PRINTER, 


7A BEACON AND 1 SOMERSET STREETS 
(Room 25), 
BostTow. 


Special attention paid to printing CuHurcH Creeps, LipraRy 
CATALOGUES, SERMONS, PROGRAMMES, etc. 


ALL KINDS OF COMMERCIAL PRINTING 


Executed at short notice and at very reasonable prices, in the 
best manner. 


In health a luxury; in sickness a necessity. 


HOLMES’S 
Patent Reclining Chair. 


Price, in hair-cloth or terry, $22.00. Book-rest, $5 extra. 
Packed to go safely to any part of the world. 


MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


F. M. HOLMES FURNITURE CO. 


FURNITURE OF ALL KINDS AT RETAIL. 


Studio Building, 116 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 
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A New Book for Prayer Meetings. 


SELECT GEMS. 


Prepared by W. Howard Doane 
and Robert Lowry, 


251 Hymns. 250 Tunes. 


224 Pages. 


This book contains the very cream of hymnody 
and music. Among the musical composers rep- 
resented are Mason, Bradbury, Doane, Lowry, 
Hastings, Stebbins, Root, McGranahan, Perkins, 
Towner, Bliss, Sherwin, and Dykes. Among 
hymn writers, the familiar names of Bonar, Top- 
lady, Ray Palmer, Phelps, Cushing, Bethune, S. 
F. Smith, Charles Wesley, Fanny Crosby, Kate 
Hankey, Lydia Baxter, Annie S. Hawkes, Eliza- 
beth Prentiss, and many others. Every piece of 
music will be found thoroughly enjoyable. The 
aim has been to use such music and hymns as 
best express the devotional emotions of Christian 
hearts. The material of this book is of a quality 
rarely brought together in one volume. 

One of the most competent judges of such 
books, after carefully examining the advanced 
proof-sheets, gives his opinion : — 

“In my judgment it is the best prayer-meeting 
book that has ever been made. It has more 
popular gospel music than any other book has, or 
can have, because it is not possible for any other 
to command all the names that appear in this. 
There is not a poor tune in the book. It will 
last, and be better liked five years from now than 
when first published.” 


PRICE 36 cence. 


The Baptist Rymnal. 


If you want to examine the latest Hymn and 
Tune Book prepared for the use of Baptist 
Churches, send to your own Publication Society for 
a copy of 


The Baptist Bymnal. 


You will find it as cheap as the cheapest, better than 
the best, as well as later than the latest. 

The Hymnal is only four years old, but it has 
been long enough before the denomination to be 
thoroughly tested, and has received the strongest 
indorsement ever given to a work of this character. 
Proof of this will be furnished in the list of testimo- 
nials from the Pastors of the leading churches in the 
denomination. 


Over 140,000 copies are now in use in the United 
States and Canada. 


Word Edition, 50 cents. 
Music Edition, $1.00. 


Valuable Books. 
‘UNIVERSITY LECTURES: 


——ON THE —— 


TEN COMMANDMENTS. 


—— DELIVERED BEFORE—— 


THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


BY GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, D.D. 
PRICE $1.50. 


‘All the vital problems of modern casuistry and 
debate, heredity, rights of property, labor and capi- 
tal, land questions, social purity, trusts and monop- 
olies, are treated with scientific method, fearless 


eloquence, and unsparing incisiveness,”— Zhe New 
York Times. 


“ AMERICAN COMMENTARY ” 


*SERIES.& 


General Editor, Alva Hovey, D.D., LL.D. 
JUST ISSUED, 
COMMENTARY on the Epistles of James, by E. 
T, Winkler, D.D.; Peter and Jude, by N. M. Wil- 
liams, D.D.; and on the Epistles of John, by H. A. 
Sawtelle, D.D. All in one volume, uniform with 
others issued in the series, 


PRICE $2.00. 


BIBLICAL ESCHATOLOGY, 
By Alvah Hovey, D.D., LL.D. 
PRICE 90 CENTS. 


The topics treated are natural death, the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, that state between death and the 
resurrection, the final judgment, the final state of 
believers, and the final state of unbelievers. The 
treatment of these subjects is within the compass 
of any thoughtful mind, and the subjects are such 
as every one should, so far as possible, understand, 


Notes of a Forty-one Years’ Pastorate, 


By George C. Baldwin, D.D. 
PRICE $1.00. 


Rev. J. T. Beckley, D.D., of Philadelphia, says of 
this book, “It has been a help to me in more ways 
than one. It is full of wise suggestions, and there 
isa bright and breezy atmosphere about it that is 
charming. Not a morbid note, not a pessimistic 
groan, in detailing a pastorate of forty years.” 


PHILADELPHIA: 1420 Chestnut Street. 
NEW YORE: 9 Murray Street. 
ST. LOUIS: 1109 Olive Street. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 


BOSTON: 256 Washington Street. 
CHICAGO: 122 Wabash Avenue. 
ATLANTA: 66 1-2 Whitehall Street. 


THE RISING SUN STOVE POLISH. 
A Thing of isa J oy Forever.” 


For beau of polish, saving of labor, freeness from dust 
unrivalled in any oountry| 


CAUTION-—Beware of worthless imitations unaer other names, | 
| put up In similar shape and color Intended to deceive. - Each 
| package of the genuine bears our Trade Mark. Take no other: 


Beware of humbugged by with liquid Polishes (paint) and Pastes said to be 
= ay eet Thich stein the hands, rit the iron and fill the house with a poisonous and sickening odor 


ising Sun Polish is the best attainable result of seventeen years cxperience. 
five-ounce package costs ten cents. 


Music for Schools. 


ARLOR PRIDS 


The bestland brightest is found in our Song Harmony, 
(60 cts., $6 doz.) for High Schools ; our Song Man- 
ual, 3 books (30 cts., $3 doz.; 40 cts., $4. 20 doz.; 50 cts., 
$4. 80 doz. ) For Graded Schools. 


Music for Temperance. 
Enamel your Ranges twice a year, tops once 


a week and you have the finest-polished stove in the 
world. For sale by all Grocers and Stove Dealers. 


160 rousing good songs in Asa Hull’s Temperance 
Rallying Songs. (35 cts., $3.60 doz.) 


Music for Sunday Schools. 


The sweetest and purest in Praise in Song. (40 cts., 
$4.20 doz. 


Music for Social Singing. 


MYER MANUFACTURI College one s (50 cts. ) Coen Songs for Banjo 
CATALOGUE WITH 1800 ICTURING CO for Guitar fr. ‘00), Jubilee and Plantation 


SPELLS. CHURCH,SCHOOL.FIRE ALARM onge (0 Good Old Songs we used to Sing 
Music for Concerts ( Juvenile). 


The Cantatas, Merry Company, New Flora’s Festival, 
Voices of Nature, Who Killed Cock Robin (each 40 
cts., $3.60 doz.) Dairy Maid’s Supper (Lewis) (20 cts., 


$r. 80 doz.) 
J 0 SE p H C | L LOT TS Music for Home. 
STE E L E N S Collection, Popular Piano Collection 
Cc. 1,00. 


GOLD MEDAL PARIS EXPOSITION 1878. MAILED FOR RETAIL PRICE. 
Nos. 


THE MOST PERFECT OF PENS. OLIVER DITSON COMPANY, Boston. 


lished 1 Incorporated 1884 
DAVID" Ww "President. G. HENRY WHITCOMB, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 


The Company, 


WORCESTER, MASS. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
ENVELOPES FOR COMMERCIAL USES. 

All Styles and Sizes. Plain or Printed. 
INQUIRE OF YOUR STATIONER OR PAPER DEALER FOR 
WHITCOMB’S STANDARD ENVELOPES. 

ALL GOODS GUARANTEED. 
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LOW A 


Loan and Trust Company. 


Capital, $500,000. Surplus, $120,000. 


INCORPORATED 1872. 


Tus old and pros 
6 per cent Debenture 
each. 

These bonds are amply secured by 


First Mortgages on Real Estate, 


#105,000 
of each series of $100,000 bonds. 

The long experience and conservative management of this 
company commend its securities to careful investors. 

Bonds for sale, and fuller information cheerfully given, by 


FREEMAN A. SMITH, Agent. 


(Late Treasurer of the American Baptist Missionary Union.) 
Office, 45 Milk Street, Boston. 


rous company continues to issue its 
nds in sums of $300, $500, and $1,000 


BYWATER, TANQUERAY & CO., 
(late Bywater, Perry, & Co.), 
hy for Residents abroad, M.issionaries, 

» inevery part of the world. Goods and Outfits cnn 
sioliatenioetioes prices. Shipping = ges at reduced rates. 
Banking in all its branc allowed upon deposits. 

pecially appointed Agents to fourteen of the leading English 

and American Missionary Societies. Full descriptive cata- 

logue post free. 

2,000 references. 

PASSENGERS MET AT LIVERPOOL oR LoNDON. 

Private letters and parcels received. 

Heap Orrices :— 79, Queen Victoria Street, London. 

Brancu Orrices: — 17 & 19 Broadway, New York (tem- 
porary address); 17, Water Street, Liverpool. 

—~ — Bywater, London; By- 
water, 


KESA AND SAISIRO; or, Life in Japan. 


of such mortgages being deposited for the security | GLIMPSES OF MAORI-LAND. Butler 3 


MISSIONARY LIBRARY, 


For Sabbath-Schools, Mission Bands, and the Home 
Circle. 


Carrothers - 440 $1.50 
318 1.5 

Clark 247 (1.3 


FROM HONG KONG TO THE HIMA- 
LAYAS, Clark. 368 1.50 


JOTTINGS FROM THE PACIFIC. Gin 3041.10 


ALONG RIVER AND ROAD mm yUn- 
KIEN. Dukes . 352 1.95 


HOME LIFE IN CHINA. Bryson. 1.25 
AMONG THE MONGOLS, Gilmour. . 382 1.50 
MADAGASCAR AND FRANCE, Shaw . 438 1.50 
EVERY-DAY LIFE IN INDIA. Rowe . 1.50 


SOUTHERN ENDEA. Mitch- 
« 872 150 


HIGHWAYS IN CHINA. Williamson 293 1.25 


This set of 12 vols., 12mo, all of recent date, containing 4,250 
pages and 278 cuts, ‘and handsomely bound in cloth, all ina 
polished chestnut case, at 


ONLY TEN DOLLARS NET. 
Single copies at list prices. Postage prepaid. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau Street, New York. 


Boston, 54 oes St. Rochester, N. Y., 93 State St. 
Chicago, 122 Wabash Ave. Philadelphia, 1512 Chestnut St. 
Cincinnati, 78 E Elm St. San Francisco, 735 Market St. 


Massachusetts Benefit Association. 


READ THE RECORD. 


The Largest Natural Premium Association in New England. 


16,000 members. 


$100,000 average proceeds of each Mortuary Call. 


$300,000 Cash Surplus. 


6,000 members in Boston and Vicinity. 

Issues an absolute policy fora definite amount. 

Pays one-half the amount of a policy in case of Disability. 
Over $2,700,000 paid in death losses. 

Issues policies from $1,000 to $10,000. 

Policies incontestable after five years. 

Under the strict Massachusetts law. 

Death and Expense Funds strictly separate. 


All policies paid in full. 


SEND FOR CIRCULAR. 


